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A passion for 
printing. Your way. 


EBSCO Media exists totally to serve 
our customers. In a high speed world of 
automation, electronics, and deadlines, 
we remain a company obsessed with old 
fashioned service. Your budget, your 
deadline, your quality standards, your 
satisfaction, are our obsessions. We use 
the tools and techniques of the modern 
world to accomplish these things, never 
losing sight of our primary goal, pleasing 
you. 

Achieving that goal takes two 
important ingredients: it takes an 
incredibly well designed printing plant 
and it takes an incredibly well designed 
attitude on behalf of our employees. We 
have meticulously created and designed 
one of the most streamlined, productive 
printing plants in the nation, with plenty 
of room, plenty of light, and every 
timesaving system available. 

EBSCO personnel, from sales 
consultants to shipping clerks, participate 
in company profits. Our hands-on 
management policies, team-like 
approach, and employee incentives keep 
our people motivated to work for you. 
But underneath all that, they’re just 
special. They won't rush you off the 
phone or shuttle you to someone else. 
You'll find they not only know the 
business technically, they care. 


@'V'T EBSCO MEDIA 
801 Fifth Avenue South 
Birmingham, Alabama 35233 


(205) 323-1508 eww 


ALABAMA 
NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP FOOTBALL 


Limited Edition 
(only 1000 will 
ever be made) 


(Top of Ball) 


Full-Grain Leather 
Collegiate Ball 


(Bottom of Ball) 


@ Premium Ball with 4-Color Lettering on its 2 White Panels. 
@ Each Ball is Individually Numbered (Certificate Included). 
™ Shows Complete Season's Games and Scores. 

lM Sure to be the most sought after Alabama Collectable ever! 
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a J YES! Please rush me my piece of Crimson Tide History: a 
- ro Decide Send Check or : 
a Alabama National Championship Football $125.00 Money Order to: a 
ra |___ Deluxe Football Case $50.00 a 
in Shipping & Handling (per ball) NATIONAL CHAMPION ia 
- Total GIFT SHOPPE - 
gg Name 3325 Lorna Road #2-303 
vases Birmingham, AL 35216 Wl 
i City/State/Zip p i 
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B Card Number | fH | i | Exp. Date TTL] 1-800-3 73-6383 - 
iq 

By Signature _ | 
Ms cos ed 


-_ 


MARCH '93/’BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide 


P.O. Box 6104 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35486-6104 
(205) 345-5074 
FAX (205) 345-1260 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 


Q FOOTBALL Uppates 


ootball u dates (Selection 2) each day of Tide | actices- 


beginning March 11 : 
pdates by 7 p.m. each Sunday (Selection 3) 
beginning March7 — 


UPDATES ON ALL BAMA SPorTs 


Selection 4) 


RECRUTING INFORMATION 
by 7 p.m. central time sunday Coleen 7 


A service of Bama Magaz 1e, Tuscal caloos 


Editorial & Staff 


Directory 

Publisher: Lynne McNair 

Editor: Kirk air 

Photo Editor: Barry Fikes 

Artist: Dan Proctor 

Circulation Director: Mary Ellen Palardy 
Publisher's Assistant: Vera Dowdle 


Contributing Writers: John Barnes, 
John Bradshaw, Jimmie Cummings, 
Tommy Deas, Donna Fromme, 
Rush Cainek Julia McNair, 

Donald F. Staffo 


Contributing Photographers: Spectrum- 
Southeast, University of Alabama 


Computer Consultant: Stephen Bushery, 
ComSouth 


Publishing Information 
"BAMA, INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 
(USPS 489-470; ISSN 0195-0975) is 
published monthly for ten months from 
August to May by College Sports 
Publications, Inc., 2116 8th Street, 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35401. Editorial of- 
fice is located at 2116 8th Street, 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35401. 
POSTMASTER: Send change of ad- 
dress to BAMA, INSIDE THE CRIM- 
SON TIDE, P.O. Box 6104, 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35486-6104. 

Second class postage paid at Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama, and at additional mailing office. 
Subscription rate is $35.00 per year. 
Foreign subscriptions $10.00 per addition- 
al. Change of address: Six weeks advance 
notice, and old address as well as new re- 
quired. Address all correspondence to: 
Post Office Box 6104, Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama 35486-6104. Not responsible 
for unsolicited manuscripts or photographs 
unless accompanied by return postage. 
Copyright © 1993 College Sports 
Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. 
Reproduction in whole or in part without 
written permission is prohibited. 


A MEMBER OF 


SPORTS 


National Collegiate Sports Publications Association 


MEMBER 


Colegiate Sorts / Alwnni Network 


610 S, McDonough St., Montgomery, AL 36104 
(205) 834-8802 / FAX (205) 263-0407 


"BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/MARCH "93 


MARCH, 1993 VOLUME 15, NUMBER 3 


On the cover: Alabama outfielder Brad 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE CE ee tna cher ok tora Albaces 


football and baseball player and currently 


celebrated Assistant Football Coach Bill 
Oliver. See Page 16. Barry Fikes Photo 


Page 10 


Page 20 


Page 26 


Football Signees: 

First Look At Future Tiders 4 
Alabama appears to have filled most of its recruiting needs with outstanding high school football 
players. The recruiting experts say Alabama had one of the best recruiting classes in the nation as 
Alabama attempts to re-stock for more national championship runs. by Tommy Deas 


Spring Football Training: 

National Champions Rebuild 10 
Spring football practice for Alabama’s defending national championship team begins in mid-March 
and ends with the A-Day Game on April 17. Alabama Head Coach Gene Stallings expects the 
emphasis to be on those who were primarily back-up performers last year, particularly back-up 
quarterback Brian Burgdorf. Here’s a look at the available talent at each position. 

by Kirk McNair 


Brad Oliver 
Attitude + Ability = Success 16 


One of the returning starters for Alabama's baseball team is senior Brad Oliver, the son of Bama 
Assistant Football Coach Bill Oliver. Young Oliver has many of his father’s attributes and he also 


has a great work ethic, one reason he has star potential. by Donald F. Staffo 
Track & Field Outlook: 
Potential Is Great, But So Is Challenge 20 


Success of Alabama men’s and women's track and field athletes in the early indoor season shows 
great promise of possibilities when the outdoor season gets under way this spring. Head Coach 
Doug Williamson has a large number of potential scorers and has a very experienced team. 

by John Bradshaw 


Tennis Outlook: 

Tide New Name In National Polls 22 
While the Alabama men’s tennis team has been a respected name at the national level for some 
time, now the Crimson Tide women have joined the men in the college rankings. Both the men of 
Coach John Kreis and the women of Coach Karin Gaiser are nationally-ranked to begin 1993. 

by Donna Fromme 


The Walkons: 


No One Said It Would Be Easy 26 
Junior Phillip Pearson and senior Jeff Lovell pay for the privilege of working hard every day in 
Alabama basketball practices. They don’t have the benefits or the playing time of the scholar- 
shipped players, but they do have the recognition of their coaches and teammates for the role 
they play in making Bama better. by John Barnes 
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Scorecard 28 
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Winter Results 31 
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Football Signees: 


First Look At Future Tiders 


by Tommy Deas 


Alabama football meets 
most needs with a class 
of top high school seniors, 
but proof comes later 


Tr difference between recruiting and 
fishing, any college football coach will 
tell you, is that at the end of a day on the 
lake you know whether you've been suc- 
cessful. University of Alabama Head 
Football Coach Gene Stallings may have 
landed enough quality prospects on the 
heels of a national championship drive to 
keep the Crimson Tide well-stocked for 
seasons to come, but he cautions that it’s 
too early to evaluate the haul. 

“It really looks like we signed some 
quality football players in some areas we 
needed help in,” Stallings told reporters 
after all the signings were made public. 
“I'm not going to know until after spring 
training (next year). 

“Just because a player is good in high 
school, that doesn’t mean he’s going to 
be a good college player, just like a good 
college player isn’t necessarily going to be 
a good pro player.” 

There are those who try to analyze re- 
cruiting success before waiting to see the 
finished product. Nationally-known re- 
cruiting services generally rated 
Alabama’s recruiting class of 1993 in the 
bottom half of the top 10 among Division 
I schools. It should be noted that none of 
the players on Alabama's national cham- 
pionship team were among a recruiting 
class judged to be best in the nation, and 
that some prospects with the highest ex- 
pectations fail while lower-regarded (by 
the recruiting services, not the coaches) 
recruits thrive. 

Those ratings are based solely on tal- 
ent, without regard to need. The Crimson 
Tide signed three highly-regarded offen- 
sive linemen, two talented quarterbacks, 
one wide receiver, five linebackers and 
three defensive linemen, effectively fillings 
gaps in all those areas. In gaining two tail- 
backs, one fullback and two defensive 
backs, Alabama may have ended up with 
one less player in each position than it 
had on its wish list. And Tide coaches 
would probably have signed the right tight 
end or placekicker if either had indicated 
sufficient interest in playing at Alabama. 
In the era of scholarship limitations, pro- 
grams have to weigh talent much more 
carefully, and may now choose to hold 


4 


Curtis Alexander 


scholarships over until the next year be- 
fore taking their second or third choice at 
a position that isn’t considered critical. 
Some fans may have been puzzled at 
Alabama's lack of ability for the second 


Tyrell Buckner 


straight year to land the state’s top 

rospect (Mobile’s Willie Anderson opted 
or Auburn this year, while Birmingham's 
Robert Davis headed to LSU a year ago), 
and the loss of a few coveted prospects 
across the nation. No one is more fickle 
than a high school senior, and even most 
of the players who signed with Alabama 
would tell you the Tide’s national champi- 
onship season did not affect their choices. 

“The people, the fans, all they know is 
what they read or what they hear,” 
Stallings says. “There were a few guys we 
were disappointed we didn’t get —a couple 
of running backs and a couple of fullback 
types, and also a linebacker we were re- 
cruiting. 

“But we didn’t get them, and I’m not 
going to worry about them. We would 
have taken a third quarterback if we could 
have gotten one, but that’s a little unreal- 
istic.” 

One thing to keep in mind is academic 
eligibility. Reports have two Alabama 
signees, defensive back Cedric Samuel 
and defensive lineman Steve Thompson, 
not yet eligible, but both are expected to 
qualify. All other Tide signees are eligible. 

Alabama signed 11 in-state prospects, 
two each from Texas, Mississippi and 
Georgia and one each from Tennessee 
and South Carolina, including two hold- 
overs who failed to qualify academically 
after signing last season. It may be noted 
that Alabama failed to sign a single player 
from Louisiana or Florida after courting 
several of the top men in each state. 


Hz: is an in-depth look at the members 
of Alabama's recruiting Class of 1993: 
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Fernando Davis 


While most of Alabama’s signees can 
expect to spend their freshman seasons 
as redshirts, one position that may yield 
early playing time is running back. Tide 
coaches searched long and far for the top 
rushing talent available, and landed a true 
blue-chipper in Curtis Alexander. The 
6-1, 192-pounder for Coach Stanley 
Collins at Whitehaven High School set a 
Mempbhis-area rushing record for a sea- 
son with 2,379 yards, scoring 31 touch- 
downs. He set a state single-game rushing 
record with 429 yards in one contest, and 
is said to have 4.4-second speed in the 
40-yard dash. One publication rated 
Alexander as seventh-best in the nation at 
his position. Alexander was also a sprint- 
er for one of the state’s better track pro- 
grams. ; 

Tyrell Buckner is a 6-2, 230-pound 
linebacker from Denison, Texas, who was 
a first-team all-state choice with 4.6-sec- 
ond speed in the 40. A four-year starter, 
Buckner chose Alabama over Miami, 
Southern Cal and Oklahoma. He made 
86 tackles with 16 sacks and 12 tackles 
for loss as a senior after recording more 
than 60 stops as a junior. A member of 
the National Honor Society, Buckner also 
paved ght end and fullback and has 
ch pressed better than 350 pounds. 

A highly-regarded talent from 
Aberdeen, Mississippi, Fernando Davis 
chose Alabama over Clemson, Mississippi 
State, North Carolina and Oklahoma. 
The 6-3, 230-pound linebacker posted 
165 tackles with 12 sacks, three intercep- 
tions and one blocked kick as a senior for 
a playoff team. The three-year starter was 
rated as the state’s second-best prospect 
by the Jackson Clarion-Ledger, and has 
4.7-second speed in the 40-yard dash. 
An all-state and All-America selection, 
Davis was rated among the top 12 
linebackers in the nation by one publica- 
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Franklin (LSU). Georgia quarterback De 
went after defensive back Don 


Joel Holliday 


tion, and also averaged 20 points per 
game in basketball. 

Will Friend is the other half of 
Alabama's Mississippi connection. The 6- 
3, 275-pound offensive lineman played 
for his father, Coach Chuck Friend, at 
Neshoba Central High in Philadelphia. A 
four-year starter and two-time all-state 
pick, Friend has been timed at 4.9 sec- 
onds in the 40. Rated by many as the 
state’s top prospect, Friend was also an 
All-America pick and played tight end, 
defensive tackle and defensive end, but 
could end up in the trenches. Friend was 
rated among the top 10 offensive line 
prospects in the country. 

Talents like Patrick Hape make it dif- 
ficult to evaluate classes by position. The 


Chris Jordan 


6-4, 240-pounder for Coach Tim Yeager 
at Brooks High School in Killen started 
four years at tight end and linebacker, but 
could get a look at fullback or even defen- 
sive end. One publication rated Hape as 
the third-best tight end in the nation, 
while the Tuscaloosa News ranked him 
seventh in the state, one below his rank- 
ing by the Birmingham News. Hape has 
been timed at 4.83 seconds in the 40 and 
is a state-level track athlete. 

Another highly-sought out-of-state line- 
man, Joel Holliday, was rated among 
the top three prospects in his state at 
Daniel High School at Six Mile, South 
Carolina. Holliday has played both guard 
and tackle, and rated all-state and All- 
America recognition. Holliday committed 


Freddie Kitchens 


to Clemson before switching to Alabama. 
He led Daniel to back-to-back state cham- 
pionships and is the defending state 
heavyweight wrestling champion. 

Chris Jordan was rated state Player 
of the Year by the Birmingham News, 
but was a close second to Anderson in 
most rankings. The 6-6, 290-pound of- 
fensive lineman for Coach Danny Hayes 
at Jackson High School made several All- 
America lists and was ranked among the 
top five offensive line prospects in the na- 
tion by one recruiting service. Jordan, 
who has 5.0-second speed in the 40-yard 
dash and a 400-pound bench press, 
chose Alabama over Georgia Tech and is 
an honor student. 

Another in-state success for Alabama 
recruiters comes in the form of Attalla’s 
Freddie Kitchens, a 6-3, 223-pound 

uarterback for Coach Wyman Townsel at 

‘owah High School. Rated as the state’s 
top quarterback prospect and the number 
three prospect in the state by the 
Birmingham News and the state’s sixth- 
best by the Tuscaloosa News. A pro-style 
passer picked as 5A Player of the Year 
and Mr. Football by the Alabama Sports 
Writers Association, Kitchens completed 
86 of 160 passes for 1,600 yards and 18 
touchdowns as a senior. Also an excellent 
pitcher, Kitchens was 9-1 as a junior on 
the mound. 

Part of a two-player package from 
LaGrange, Georgia, High School, Paul 
Pickett is a 6-3, 230-pound linebacker 
rated as the top prep lineman-type in the 
Peach State. Picket had 11 sacks and 15 
tackles for loss after making the move 
from defensive tackle as a senior, and his 
skills and 4.7-second speed allowed him 
to start four years. He also was a deep 
snapper and played on the offensive line 
for a team that won national and state ti- 
tles in his tenure. There is some suspicion 
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Paul Pickett 


that Pickett could end up as a center. 
Cedric Samuel, a sleeper who played 
most of his senior season with a cast on 
his hand, comes to Alabama from 
Demopolis High School, where he played 
quarterback (before the injury) and defen- 
sive back for Coach Shaun Bonds. The 5- 
9, 170-pound projected cornerback has 
been timed at 4.5 in the 40, and can 
bench press 275 pounds and squat 500. 
He made 60 tackles and recovered three 
fumbles, but could not snag a single inter- 
ception with the cast hampering him. 
Another defensive back, and the other 
part of the LaGrange connection, André 
Short comes to Alabama from one of 
Georgia’s top programs. The 5-11, 175- 
pounder made four interceptions and was 
considered a big hitter against the run. 
Short also played quarterback, and has 
lettered in wrestling and track, and is 


Ralph Staten 
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Cedric Samuel 


rated as tenth in the nation among defen- 
sive backs. The all-state and All-America 
performer bench presses 310 pounds and 
squats 460, and has been timed at 4.6 
seconds in the 40-yard dash. It would not 
be a shock for Short to get a look at the 
fullback position. 

Ralph Staten, a 6-3, 200-pound out- 
side linebacker for Coach C.L. Gilliland at 
Mary Montgomery High School in 
Semmes, was rated as the state’s number 
nine prospect by the Tuscaloosa News. 
Staten, a Class 6A all-state selection, 
made 156 tackles with five interceptions 
and three blocked kicks as a senior. He 
also returned two kickoffs for touchdowns 
and averaged 41 yards as a punter. Staten 
chose Alabama over Auburn, Southern 
Miss, Mississippi State and Oklahoma 
State. 

Like Holliday, Steve Thompson 


Steve Thompson 


André Short 


chose Alabama after first committing to 
another school. Thompson first chose 
LSU and then Arkansas before settling on 
the Tide. The 6-5, 255-pound defensive 
lineman from Birmingham Berry High 
School was an all-state selection for 
Coach Bob Finley. Thompson has 4.81 
speed in the 40-yard dash and has bench 
pressed 415 pounds. He hopes to play 
defensive tackle or defensive end. 
Thompson made 167 career tackles with 
eight sacks and 18 tackles for loss. 
Lance Tucker is without a doubt 
Alabama’s most experienced signee after 
starting since seventh grade for his father, 
Coach Waldon Tucker, at Fayette High 
School. The 6-0, 176-pound quarterback 
passed for a state-record 8,173 career 
yards and called an exceptionally high 
percentage of his own plays. Tucker com- 
pleted 586 of 1,202 career passing at- 


Lance Tucker 


Taurus Turner 


tempts with 63 touchdown passes. The 
state Player of the Year in Class 4A, 
Tucker has 4.6-second speed in the 40- 
yard dash and led his team to 54 career 
victories. 

Taurus Turner is a signee who may 
be asked to fill a void at fullback, although 
his talents may lend themselves equally 
well at other positions. The brother of 
Alabama’s Eric Turner, Taurus is a 6-1, 
200-pounder for Coach Jerry Elmore at 
Fort Payne High School. He was rated 
among the state's top 16 prospects by 
the Tuscaloosa News after running for 


816 yards on 148 carries with 15 touch- 
downs as a senior. Turner can bench 
press 275 pounds and squat 420, and 

been timed at 4.6 seconds in the 40- 
yard dash. 

Rated as the top running back in the 
state of Texas, Damiean Vallery is a 6- 
1, 195-pounder who was Player of the 
Year in the greater Houston area after 
running for more than 2,000 yards as a 
senior. Vallery was moved to offense after 
playing defensive back as a junior, and 
has been timed at 4.4 seconds in the 40- 
yard dash and 10.55 in the 100 meters, 
where he placed second in the state in 
track as a junior. Ranked among the na- 
tion’s top runners, Vallery led his team to 
a 10-3 playoff season. 

Defensive line prospect Edgar 
Walker, a 6-4, 235-pounder for Coach 
Bobby Devane at Dothan High School, 
was ranked as the state’s number 10 

rospect by the Tuscaloosa News. 
Walker was an all-state selection who 
played tight end, defensive end and de- 
fensive tackle, and was timed at 4.8 sec- 
onds in the 40. Walker averaged 11 stops 
per contest and can squat 500 pounds 
and bench press 300. 


Tx of Alabama’s signees were actually 
signed in 1992, but failed to. qualify 
academically. Both should meet NCAA 
standards to re-sign and will be eligible as 
sophomores in the coming season. 
Kendrick Burton is a 6-6, 290- 
og defensive lineman from Hartselle 
igh School. One publication rated him 
as the top defensive line prospect in the 
nation after he made 144 tackles with 23 


Edgar Walker 


sacks, caused five fumbles and broke up 
11 passes as a senior. Burton was a first- 
tearm All-America selection with 4.9-sec- 
ond speed, 

Toderick Malone is a 6-0, 185- 
pound speedster from Etowah High 
School in Attalla, where he was Kitchens’ 
favorite target when Kitchens was a ju- 
nior. Malone was an all-state and All- 
America pick after catching 145 passes 
for more than 3,100 yards and 30 touch- 
downs as a three-year starter. He has 
been timed at 4.5 seconds in the 40-yard 
dash. 
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“Crimson Domination” 
Alabama 34 Miami 13 


January 1, 1993 - Alabama Raises Cane! 


Celebrate the return to glory by The University of Alabama’s 1992 
National Football Championship with ‘Crimson Domination”, a 


limited edition of fine art prints by nationally acclaimed Birmingham 


sports artist Alan Zuniga. Highlights of Bama’s stunning upset of 
the Miami Hurricanes, and Heisman trophy winner Gino Torretta, 
are captured in meticulous detail, and are available in two separate 
editions. 


The Black & White Edition 


Printed in a unique ‘“‘duotone”’ technique, this edition is limited to 
eight hundred prints and are available now. 


The Full Color Edition 


This edition is published from the original oil painting by Alan 
Zuniga, scheduled to be released in Mid-April, 1993, and is limited 
to 1,992 prints, plus 90 artists proofs. With an image area of 

25” X 183/8”, each print will be accompanied with a Certificate of 
Authenticity and an embossed logo for framing purposes. 


99 A Limited Edition 
Fine Art Print 
_by Alan Zuniga 


ORDER FORM 


Black & White 
Edition 


Unframed $ 45.00 
DO Framed $150.00 


O Unframed $120.00 
DO Framed $260.00 


Full Color Regular 
Edition 


Full Color 
Artists Proofs 


O) Unframed $240.00 
0 Framed $380.00 


Add $8 unframed prints 
Add $10 for each framed print 


Shipping 


TOTAL AMOUNT $ 


Prices subject to change without notice. 
CO Please find check or money order enclosed for total amount. 

C Please charge total tomy () VISA () MASTERCARD ( AM. EXP. 
CARD # LP 

SHIP TO: Please print plainly. Must list street address for UPS shipping. 


Name 
Address 
Cy Sit * i 
YOU HAVE A FULL “NO RISK” 30-DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


Send to: Zuniga Productions « 4748 Vintage Ln., Birmingham, AL 35244 Or CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-326-1637 


To inquire about original oil pantings or original drawings by Alan Zuniga, please contact Zuniga Productions. 


Spring Football Training: 


National Champions Rebuild 


by Kirk McNair 


Alabama has a few holes 
to fill, but outlook is good 


I was a long season, 1992, and it hasn't 
been over very long. It finished with 
Gino Torretta’s 56th pass and 32nd mis- 
fire as Alabama won the national champi- 
onship with a 34-13 victory over Miami in 
the Sugar Bowl. It had started for real on 
September 5, a 25-8 win over Vanderbilt. 
In all there were 13 games, 13 victories, 
championships of the Southeastern 
Conference West Division, the 
Southeastern Conference in the first ever 
league championship game, the Sugar 
Bowl and the nation. 

But college football doesn’t begin with 
the games. And it doesn't end with them, 
either. Alabama football players began 
preparation for 1992 season with a suc- 
cessful off season program begun in 
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February of last year, then a strenuous 
spring training in March and April, then 
the off season summer work, and finally 
the preseason practices in the brutal heat 
of Tuscaloosa August. 

And it has begun again. While Bama 
football coaches have been involved almost 
exclusively in recruiting duties since the 
trip to New Orleans, returning Crimson 
Tide players have been involved in an off 
season program of running and lifting 
weights and are preparing for the 15 days 
of spring training. Because Alabama is on 
the semester system, it is necessary to split 
spring football practice around The 
University’s spring break. 

Spring practice will begin March 11 
(weather permitting). NCAA rules mandate 
no more than 15 practices, no more than 
10 of them full contact practices. If a team 
has a spring game, that counts as one of 
the practices. Alabama will have a spring 
game on April 17, although the exact for- 
mat of that game won’t be decided until 
closer to the date. Alabama players will or- 
dinarily practice on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays. The 
University’s spring break begins after 
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ACT NOW! Limited Supply Available 


TO ORDER WRITE: Display Case Included For Immediate Delivery Call 
Team Sports, Inc. 1-800-886-9110 
209 Oxmoor Cr, Suite 711 S 59 ) 5 (205 942-0812) 
B'ham, Al 35209 e 


Send Check or Money Order 


10 


(Includes S.&H.) 
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classes on March 26 and classes resume 


Spring football practice is an old ritual, 
and not a fond one for most players. With 
no game to look forward to, many players 
consider it only drudgery. However, for 
those who have not established them- 
selves, for those trying to move up the 
depth chart, it is an opportunity. 

Spring training is also a chance for 
coaches to experiment, look at players in 
various positions, look at possible offensive 
or defensive schemes, without the pressure 
of having to prepare for a specific oppo- 
nent. Alabama's 1993 spring practice will 
not be affected by Alabama’s opening 
1993 game, against Tulane on September 
4 in Birmingham. Nor is it likely to be a 
spring of scheme experimentation. 
Alabama's basic offensive and defensive 
philosophy will remain the same with em- 
phasis on execution of the schemes. 

Alabama’s 1993 spring practice will be 
concerned primarily with finding players 
for vacated starting spots and for backup 
positions. Most of the returning starters 
from the Tide's 1992 season will find 
spring training to be relatively easy, 


The national coach of the year, Gene 
Stallings, will put his fourth Alabama 
football team through spring training be- 


ginning in mid-March. 
Barry Fikes Photo 
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i ad Head Coach Gene Stallings indi- 
cated. 

“The ones who played (last season) are 
going to work, but the emphasis will be on 
the guys who backed them up,” Stallings said 


J” Barker has quarterbacked nothing 
but winning games for Alabama. 
Although he has gained a reputation as 
not much of a passer and no running 
threat, quarterback more than any other 
position is judged by team results. This 
spring Barker will have only token work. 

is backup men will get the bulk of the ac- 


1992 NATIONAL CHAMPIONS 
COACH GENE STALLINGS 
(Unlimited Supply — $20.00) 
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tion, and Brian Burgdorf, particularly, will 
have an opportunity to show what he can 
do. In 1992 Barker quarterbacked over 90 
per cent of Alabama's plays from scrim- 
mage. Barker took 853 of 939 snaps with 
Burgdorf getting 75. Last year’s third 
quarterback was Chad Key and he was in 
for 11 plays, all against South Carolina. In 
fact, without South Carolina on the '92 
schedule, Barker’s percentage would have 
been far greater. Burgdorf got 38 of his 
snaps, over half for the season, in that 
game. Barker had 75 or more 
snaps—Burgdorf's season total-in four dif- 
ferent games. 

But Stallings said this spring Burgdorf, 
Key and Josh Niblett, a transfer from 
Southern Miss who ran the scout team last 
fall while sitting out the year, will have the 
opportunity to show what they can do this 
spring. 

They'll have to show what they can do 
without the backfield men who did most of 
the work for Alabama last fall. Both start- 


“HIS 
COAC 


ing tailback Derrick Lassic and starting full- 
back Martin Houston have finished, leav- 
ing a spirited battle at tailback and a time 
for some experimentation at fullback. The 
number two and three tailbacks, Chris 
Anderson and Sherman Williams, return to 
compete for the starting job, but the cup- 
board is bare of scholarshipped players be- 
hind them. 

At fullback, Bama will be looking at last 
year’s backup, Tarrant Lynch, and will also 
cee an look . eae huts eae who 

sparingly in the secondary but regu- 

bie on salah gioaker as a true freshman, 
will move back to fullback. Turner was 
originally signed as a running back and 
was impressive in early drills last August. 
But Bama needed help in the secondary, 
so Turner was moved. Now he wants the 
chance to play in the offensive backfield. 
In the fall a new competitor at the fullback 
ino may well be Turner’s younger 
rother, Taurus, a recently-signed player. 
Alabama has at least one walkon player 
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Sherman Williams is one of two scholarshipped tailbacks returning for Alabama this year. He will have a busy spring as the Tide looks 


for a replacement at tailback for the graduated Derrick Lassic. Williams is an upcoming junior. 


who was noticeable as a member of the 
scout team last fall. Harold Swopes will 
have an opportunity to earn playing time 
at fullback. 

Although he insists that he wants to be 
able to run the football, a familiar refrain 
from Stallings has been that Alabama has 
to get more production from the passing 
game. Last year Bama had 2,507 yards 
rushing and only 1,847 yards passing in 
regular season play. The leading receivers, 
David Palmer and Kevin Lee, as well as a 
handful of top backups return. Palmer and 
Lee, along with top backup man Curt 
Brown, wi re get some rest in the 
spring while Rick Brown, Lorenzo Cole 
and redshirt freshman Marcel West work 
for backup jobs. 


i > only other skill position-really semi- 
skill-is tight end, where Steve Busky 
has graduated. The top two men behind 
him, both of whom played in special situa- 
tions, are Mississippians, Tony Johnson 
and Kris Mangum. One of Bama’s most 
important special teams players, long 
snapper Matthew Pine, is also a possibility 
at tight end. Since Busky had only eight 
pass receptions and all other tight ends 
had none last year, it is safe to assume that 
the i aiciuoag of this job will be the best 
r. 
Few would disagree that an area of vast 
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improvement for Alabama last year was in 
the offensive line. That’s good news, and 
so is the news that all but one of the 
starters and most of the top backup men 
from last year return in the offensive line. 
Starting left guard George Wilson is the 
main man to replace. Otherwise Bama re- 
turns three-year starter Matt Hammond at 
left tackle, All-SEC center Tobie Sheils, Jon 
Stevenson (a starter both as a freshman 
and sophomore) at right guard, and 
Roosevelt Patterson, who had his best 
ame in the Sugar Bowl, at right tackle. 
big ones will have it about as easy as 
an offensive lineman can have it in spring 
training while the Tide looks for new men 
for the least appreciated (except by their 
coaches and teammates) jobs in football. 
John Clay, who converted from 
linebacker a couple of years ago, has been 
Wilson’s backup, and he’ll go into sprin 
as the number one left guard. Althoug 
Maurice Belser was primarily a right guard 
as one of a handful of true freshmen see- 
ing Playing time last fall, he’ll likely get a 
shot at left guard, too. William Barger, a 
starting right guard in 1991 and a backup 
there last season, may also get a look on 
the left side. Napoleon Folks, who has 
seen only limited playing time, and redshirt 
freshman John Causey are other guard 
candidates. 
Center is in old hands with both Sheils 


Barry Fikes Photo 


and his backup man from last year, Dennis 
Deason, being upcoming seniors. Chad 
Gladden has been around for a few years 
and may have matured enough to be in 
the picture at center. Another center, red- 
shirt freshman Dustin Wright, was unable 
to participate in fall work because of a 
knee injury suffered before he got to 
Alabama. He had a second surgery during 
the fall and will be extremely limited in 
what he can do in the spring. 

Hammond and Patterson are solid at the 
tackle spots, and this is also an area where 
there is some promising help behind them. 
Joey Harville has played both sides with 
reasonable effectiveness. Jeremy 
Pennington, a redshirt freshman, has great 
potential. Kareem McNeal ranks amon 
Alabama's strongest players, and renal 
is a prime attribute of an offensive tackle. 
Tim Barnett has been looked at both as a 
center and tight end and this spring he will 
work at tackle. Rory Segrest has been 
plagued by illness each of his first two pre- 
seasons at Alabama and needs a good 
spring to get back into contention for play- 
ing time. Another redshirt freshman who 
has great potential is Pete DiMario. 


uite properly, most of the credit for 
Alabama’s national championship 
season went to the defense. To say there 
are some losses from that defense is an 
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Tobie Sheils 


understatement. There is not a team in the 
nation that could have been hurt more by 
graduation in its defensive line than 
Alabama because no team came close to 
having two senior defensive ends like the 
Alabama bookends, John Copeland and 
Eric Curry. Bama also lost a starting out- 
side linebacker in Antonio London, a start- 
ing inside linebacker in Derrick Oden, and 
a starting cornerback, George Teague. 

While there are no Copelands or Currys 
on hand, not many teams had a defensive 
lineman as good as the Tide’s top backup 
man last year. Jeremy Nunley will take 
over one of the starting spots, probably 
Copeland's left end position. Gamelan 
Jeffries is considered the leading candidate 
at right end. Bryan Thornton, the biggest 
of the defensive linemen, got some work 
at left end last year and Jason Milner saw 
spot action along the defensive front, pri- 
marily at right end. A player who made 
huge strides as a redshirt freshman last fall 
is 6-5 Ozell Powell, who came to Alabama 
about 35 pounds smaller than he is now 
(280). Vann Bodden has worked at tight 
end, linebacker and defensive end, and will 
probably be at end this spring. 

This time a year ago, a major concern 
of the defensive line was the loss of Robert 
Stewart. James Gregory, who had worked 
both at offensive and dclecisie line spots, 
took over the nose tackle position and per- 
formed at least as well as Stewart, an all- 
star player, had. And Bama has good 
depth at nose tackle with backups Elverett 
Brown and Shannon Brown and upcom- 
ing redshirt freshman Laron White. 

Michael Rogers, who was Alabama's 
leading tackler at inside linebacker last sea- 
son, then missed the Sugar Bowl after 
being injured in an automobile accident, is 
expected to be back working this spring. 
However, most of the attention at inside 
linebacker will be on replacing Oden. 
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Lemanski Hall 


Mario Morris, who took Rogers’ spot in 
the Sugar Bowl (although Alabama’s de- 
fensive plan in the Sugar Bowl had an 
extra defensive back in the game much 
more often than two inside linebackers), 
will be a prime candidate to move into 
Oden's spot. True freshman John Walters 
and redshirt freshman Jeff Torrence saw 
limited playing time as backup inside 
linebackers last fall and will also be in the 
picture. Two freshmen who were held out 
last year, Lamont Floyd and Kelvin Moore, 
are top prospects. 


ne of the most successful experiments 
in recent football history has been that 
of taking a big defensive back and turning 
him into an outside linebacker. One reason 
it has been so successful is the play of 
Lemanski Hall, the first Tider to make that 
move. Behind Hall is returning backup 
man Will Brown. Another former defen- 
sive back who has made the move to out- 
side linebacker is André Royal, who is ex- 
pected to take part in spring work after 
having under gone knee surgery in last 
ar’s preseason. Victor Lockett, who had 
ad only a so-so career as an inside 
linebacker, made the move to outside 
linebacker last fall and worked his way into 
the top backup man behind London. Two 
redshirt freshmen who have a chance to 
make an impact as outside linebackers are 
Darrell Blackburn and John Tanks. Jay 
Brannen and DeLan Trimble have been 
around for a couple of years and will also 
work at the outside linebacker spots. 
Perhaps the most dramatic player for 
Alabama last year (until Teague’s Sugar 
Bowl heroics) was left cornerback Antonio 
Langham. He will almost certainly be a 
preseason All-America selection. Tommy 
Johnson, who also had a big Sugar Bowl 
game, and Willie Gaston are expected to 
battle for the starting job at right corner. 
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Three walkons—Michael Ausmus, Micke 
Conn and Willie Dickerson—have done 

at cornerback and on special teams for 
Alabama. Rock Woody has bounced 
around at a couple of positions and now 
settled in as a cornerback candidate. 

Sam Shade is firmly established as the 
Tide's strong safety. With Turner moving to 
offense, the top likely backup man will be 
walkon Danny Davis, a former quarterback 
who has played primarily on special teams. 

Ausmus may get a great deal of work at 
free safety this spring use starter Chris 
Donnelly had ies surgery followin ber 
season. fall it appeared that true 
ome Blair Canale was a sure bet 54 po 
playing time at both safety positions, but he 

red a preseason knee injury. His reha- 
bilitation has gone well and ile is expected 
to be able to participate this spring. 


T= overall kicking game will probably not 
get a great deal of emphasis in the 
spring, but there are jobs to be won. 
Although the attention is on the kickers, and 
both punter Bryne Diehl and placekicker 
Michael Proctor return, the overall kicking 
game includes a number of other specialists. 
Bama returns one of its snappers, long 
(punt) snapper Matthew Pine, but a re- 
placement must be found for short (field 
ae and extra point) snapper Johnny 
oward. This job ordinarily goes to a bi 
lineman, and several will work on this s' 
The Tide also lost Jeff Wall, who has been 
an excellent holder. Donnelly, who has 
been a quarterback in his career, was listed 
as the backup holder. This job will go to a 


good athlete with good hands, and The top pass rush defensive lineman returning for the Crimson Tide in 1993 will be up- 
Alabama has a large number of players coming senior defensive end Jeremy Nunley, who was top backup man in 1992. 
who fit that category. Barry Fikes Photo 
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spring cotball fostdr is subject to ach change. In the past there have been: a number of walleon clears 73 did not re- 

turn rie the fall roster to the spring roster and there have also been additional walkons. There are a few players on this roster for whom 

we did not have complete information. It is important to keep in mind that spring training is, historically, a time of experimentation and it 
aos we 


is likely that there will be position changes. In most instances the heights an 


Name Pos. 
J.J. Adams P 
Chris Anderson RB 
Michael Ausmus CB 
William Barger OG 
day Barker QB 
Tim Barnett OT 
Maurice Belser OG 
Darrell Blackburn OLB 
Vann Bodden DE 
Brian Boyington RB 
Jay Brannen OLB 
Curt Brown WR 
Elverett Brown NT 
Rick Brown WR 
Shannon Brown NT 
Will Brown OLB 
David Buckner WR 
Brian Burgdorf QB 
Anthony Burroughs FB 
Blair Canale S 
John Causey OG 
John Clay OG 
Roman Colburn WR 
Jason Cole 

Lorenzo Cole WR 
Mickey Conn CB 
Shane Crask QB 
Danny Davis Ss 
Dennis Deason Cc 
Willie Dickerson CB 
Bryne Diehl P 
Pete DiMario OT 
Chris Donnelly S 
Anthony Dowdell OLB 


Jeremy Downey S 


Mike Favors OG 
Howie Fell ILB 
Lamont Floyd ILB 
Napoleon Folks OG 
Jeft Foshee ILB 
Joe Garner WR 
Randy Gartman S 
Willie Gaston CB 
Chad Gladden Cc 
James Gregory NT 
Mark Grobe QB 
Lemanski Hall OLB 
Matt Hammond OT 
Joey Harville OT 
Tracy High CB 
Michael Hoven 

John Hutt ILB 
Jason Jack QB 
Ray Jack PK 
Dameian Jeffries DE 
Tommy Johnson CB 
Tony Johnson TE 
Alex Jordan Ss 
Chad Key QB 
Will Knowlton OLB 


5-11 185 Fr. 
6-1 218 Jr. 
63 185 dr. 
64 261 dr. 
6-0 175 dr. 
6-5 
6-1 200 Jr. 
5-11 170 Fr. 


6-1 175 So. 
5-11 201 So. 


6-3 190 Fr. 
6-3 260 Fr. 
6-2 265 Sr. 
6-0 175 dr. 


5-10 175 Sr. 
5-10 175 dr. 
64 198 Fr. 
6-1 205 Jr. 
6-1 270 Sr. 
5-11 190 Jr. 
202 dr. 
270 Fr. 
60 183 & 
215 Fr. 


5-11 175 So. 


5-11 180 Jr. 
6-3 254 Jr. 
283 Sr. 
200 Fr. 
220 Sr. 
266 Sr. 
276 Jr. 
175 Fr. 


213 dr. 
180 Jr. 


256 dr. 
5-10 175 dr. 


6-4 240 So. 


6-0 188 Sr. 


64 201 So, 
63 206 So. 


235 So. 


263 So. 


215 So, 


1L 
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John’s Island, SC. 
Montgomery 

Ft. Worth, Tex. 
Millbrook 
Syracuse, N.Y. 
St. Louis 
Cedartown, Ga. 
Rogersville 
Memphis 
Hayneville 
Nashville 

Fort Payne 


Cemantoun, 
Columbus, Ga. 
Irvington 
Mobile 
Birmingham 


Orange Park, Fla. 


Montgomery 
Millbrook 


Pontotoc, Miss. 


Tuscaloosa 
Oxford 
Tuscaloosa 
Sylacauga 
Niceville, Fla. 
Como, Miss. 
Hueytown 
Parrish 
Fayette 


Name Pos 
Kevin Komisar & 
Alex LaBelleman PK 


Kevin Lee 
Chester Lewis C 
Victor Lockett OLB 
Jackson Lowery 
Tarrant Lynch 
Kris Mangum 
Jeff McCullough 
Steve McLaughlin 
Kareem McNeal 
Jason Milner 
Kelvin Moore 
Marcus Moring 
Mario Morris 
Scott Mullenix 
Josh Niblett 
Jeremy Nunley 
David Palmer 
Roosevelt Patterson OT 
Jeremy Pennington OT 


Matthew Pine TE/Sn 
Jason Porch P 
Ozell Powell DE 
Michael Proctor PK 
Joey Roberto Ss 
Michael Rogers ILB 
Wade Roe PK 
André Royal OLB 
Rory Segrest OT 
Sam Shade SS 
Tobie Sheils Cc 
Chris Sidle OG 
Cedric Smith WR 
Darrell Smith Cc 
Heath Smith PK 
Jon Stevenson OG 


Hayden Stockton FB 


Harold Swopes FB 
John Tanks OLB 
Darren Thompson 

Bryan Thornton DE 
Jeff Torrence ILB 
DeLan Trimble OLB 
Eric Turner FB 
Jason Turner OG 
Thad Turnipseed OLB 
John Walters ILB 
Cornelius Wesley 

Marcel West WR 
Matt Wethington PK 
Frankie Wheeler RB 
Laron White NT 
Sherman Williams RB 
Chris Wittel CB 
Rock Woody CB 
Dustin Wright Cc 


ights given are those provided on rosters from last fall. 


Ht. Wt. Cl. Exp. Hometown 
6-0 200 So. Sq Nashville 
6-0 180 So. Sq Maitland, Fla, 
6-1 170 Sr. 3L Town Creek 
6-5 270 Jr. Florence 
6-1 186 Sr. 3L Mobile 
6-5 225 Fr. RS Tuscaloosa 
6-0 243 Sr. 3L Mobile 
6-2 195 Jr. Sq Huntsville 
6-0 224 Jr. 2L Town Creek 
6-5 245 So. 1L Magee, Miss. 
6-4 255 So. Sq Oneonta 
510 165 So. Sq Garden City, N.Y. 
6-5 287 So. Sq _ Tuskegee 
6-4 260 Jr. 1L Bkn Arrow, Ok. 
6-3 240 Fr. RS Daphne 
6-2 215 dr. Sq Excel 
6-0 220 Jr. 2L Decatur 
6-3 270 Jr. RS Jacksonville, Fla. 
6-2 208 So. RS Demopolis 
65 270 Sr. 3L Winchester, Tenn. 
59 170 dr. 2L Birmingham 
6-4 290 Sr 2L Mobile 
63 270 Fr. RS Vernon 
6-3 235 Sr. 3L Gadsden 
6-1 180 So. Sq Scottsboro 
6-5 280 Fr. RS Greenville 
5-11 175 So. 1L Pelham 
6-0 195 Fr. RS Pelham 
61 220 Jr. 2L Luverne 
5-11 174 Fr. RS _ Tuscaloosa 
6-1 210 So. 1L Northport 
65 265 So. Sq Waycross, Ga. 
61 190 Jr. 2L Birmingham 
63 255 Sr. 3L Fairhope 
6-2 248 Fr. RS Pleasant Grove 
5-8 160 Fr. RS Marietta, Ga. 
6-2 265 Fr. RS Munford 
5-8 215 Fr. RS _ Brookwood 
6-2 273 Jr. 2L Memphis 
6-0 190 Fr. RS Double Springs 
5-11 200 So. RS Decatur 
6-4 215 Fr. RS Butler 
6-7 280 So. 1L Mobile 
6-1 225 So. 1L Atmore 
6-1 230 Jr. Cullman 
6-1 200 So. 1L Fort Payne 
6-0 265 Fr. RS Ruston, La 
6-0 201 Jr. Sq Montgomery 
6-2 225 So. 1L Dallas 
511175 Fr. RS Niceville, Fla. 
511170 dr. 1L Titusville, Fla. 
5-11 190 Fr. RS Sylacauga 
6-2 260 Fr. RS Courtland 
5-10 190 Jr. 2L Mobile 
5-7 185 Jr. Sq Canton, Ohio 
5-10 180 Jr. 1L Springville 
6-2 270 Fr. RS Northport 
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Brad Oliver: 


Attitude 
+ Ability 
= Success 


by Donald F. Staffo 


Son of Tide football coach 
made sparkling defensive 
play on first opportunity 


here was no need for Brad Oliver to 

narrow his choices of colleges or ago- 
nize over which baseball scholarship to ac- 
cept. Although he had posted the kinds of 
numbers in both high school and junior 
college to attract the attention of major 
college scouts, Oliver received only one 
scholarship offer: from The University of 
Alabama. 

Of course, Alabama Head Coach Barry 
Shollenberger had a couple of advantages 
in the recruitment of Oliver. For one, 
Oliver was playing his junior college base- 
ball across town from Bama’s Sewell- 
Thomas Stadium. But the main advanta: 
was Oliver’s father, Bill, working for the 
same boss as Shollenberger. The elder 
Oliver is Alabama's assistant football coach 
extraordinaire, the defensive whiz who 
molded the defense that led the Crimson 
Tide football team to the 1992 national 
championship. And while Coach Oliver is 
best known for his football work, including 
being a member of the 1961 Bama na- 
tional championship squad, he was also a 
baseball player in his Crimson Tide career, 
indeed an All-Southeastern Conference 
performer. 

Brad may be on track to earn similar hon- 
ors. Beginning in high school, when he was 
an all-league performer as a ninth grader, 
over the past seven seasons Brad has com- 
piled a .385 batting average. Three times 
he hit over .400, topped by the Seneca 
(South Carolina) High School batting record 
olla he “ apa Fescy Org ee sl 

pitching for irst time year he 
hit a very respectable .307. 

But batting is only the beginning when 
you talk about Brad Oliver as a baseball 
player. He has big league speed and he is 
an outstanding defensive player. He is so 
versatile in the field that during his career 


Although Brad Oliver is best known for 
his defense and speed, he is also a good- 
hitting player for the Crimson Tide. 

Barry Fikes Photo 
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he has started at second base, third base, 
shortstop and all three outfield positions 
during his career. 

Last year he was second in the SEC in 
stolen bases (21 in 25 attempts), tied for 
team high in triples (5), and has the fourth 
highest batting average among returning 
Tide players. Moreover, he had a 10-game 
hitting streak, two or more hits in 17 
games, and struck out only 15 times in 
199 at-bats. 

Oliver transferred to Alabama from 


Shelton State Community College in 
Tuscaloosa, where in 1991 he hit .425, 
ripped 10 triples, and in the first 25 games 
blasted seven home runs en route to all-re- 

ion honors. He played third base for the 

uccaneers and hit third in the batting 
order, a spot generally filled by the team’s 
best hitter. 

“He’s a good contact hitter who also hit 
with power; he’s fast; and he’s a good 
bunter and base-runner,” said Shelton 
State Head Coach Jones Tubb. “But | 
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think his biggest strength is that he has 
outstanding work habits, and that has con- 
tributed to his improvement.” 

In 1990 Oliver played for Spartanburg 
(South Carolina) Methodist Junior Cor 
where he led the team in hitting (.355), 
socked eight home runs, eight triples, and 
stole 22 bases. Then a third baseman, it 
was expected he would continue his base- 
ball career at Clemson, where his father 
was defensive coordinator. 

But circumstances changed. Gene 
Stallings took over as Alabama’s head 
football coach and put in a call to Bill 
Oliver to return to Bama as a member of 
the coaching staff. Shelton State was 
aware of the opportunity and put Brad on 
scholarship. And the elder Oliver men- 
tioned his son to Shollenberger. 

“He told us about Brad and we checked 
him out and found out that he was legit,” 
Shollenberger said. “He was right here in 
town, so we got to see him play.” 

And Shollenberger liked what he saw. 
He offered a scholarship and Oliver ac- 
cepted. End of recruiting. 

Oliver’s Alabama baseball debut was dra- 
matic. And, since his well-known father is 
synonymous with defense, it was appropri- 
ate that Brad Oliver's first opportunity at 
Bama was a memorable defensive play. 

An infielder all his life, Oliver was insert- 
ed into the lineup in right field when starter 
Matt Homan (another son of a former Tide 
football player, Dennis Homan) was in- 
jured. The next batter lashed a line drive to 
right. Oliver made the catch, which was a 
good start. And then he threw out a runner 
trying to tag up from third base, which was 
an excellent finish to the ey 

“I’ve been in the outfield ever since,” 
said Oliver, who added he now prefers out- 
field over infield play. 

“He’s as good a defensive outfielder as 
we have,” Shollenberger said. “Last year 
he had 120 chances and made only four 
errors. Versatility is a key with Brad. He 
can play any of the outfield positions, but 
we'll probably play him mostly in center 
field and right field, where there is more 
ground to cover. He has des speed, and 
speed is the only tool in baseball you can 
use on offense and defense. In our park, 
we have to have someone who can go and 
get long fly balls, especially in the power 
alleys and in center, and Brad is the fastest 
guy on our team. He can fly. He is well- 
above average in running speed.” 

Oliver, a left-handed hitter, can get to first 
base on a full swing in four seconds and in 
under four seconds on a drag bunt. To put 
that in perspective, consider there are per- 
haps a dozen major league players who 
can do that. A time of 4.2 is average in the 
big leagues. In the 60-yard dash, the time 
pro scouts use to time players, Oliver goes 
6.6. The major league average is 7.0. 

“T've always speed,” Oliver said. “I 
guess oo that from my dad.” The 

unger Oliver is definitely on track to fol- 
ow in his father’s footsteps. Bill, who 
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came to Bama as a four-sport star from 
Livingston High School, played center 
field and hit .340 for the Crimson Tide. 
And that speed enabled him to lead the 
SEC in both doubles and triples. 


liver probably will be the leadoff hitter 
. “Brad is very ag- 

essive as a hitter,” llenberger said. “He 

tted second for us last year and probably 
will lead off this year, but he’s not a slap hit- 
ter by any stretch of the imagination. He’s 
not up there to walk, either. He likes to 
swing the bat and he can sting the ball. 

“I'd rather have guys on base when he 
hits, but he’ll lead off because of the other 
good things he can do. He’s the best bunter 
on the club, he can get on base, steal a 
base, and he’s an excellent contact hitter. 

“Just the threat of his being able to bunt 
keeps the third baseman on the grass and 
the other infielders up close, which makes 
it easier for him to drive one through the 
infield. He keeps them honest by making 
them play in a few steps or they won't be 
able to throw him out on a routine ground 
ball, let alone a slow roller. And when Brad 
gets on base, it’s almost like a double be- 
cause he'll steal second base.” 

Shollenberger said in his scheme of 
things, the leadott batter (except for start- 
ing the game) is really the clean-up hitter 
for the $°3-9 batters. The coach pointed 
out that last year’s most valuable player, 
catcher Tim Boge, batted ninth. “That’s 
an indication that the bottom part of our 
order is not necessarily the weak part of 
our lineup,” he said. “Therefore Brad will 
get plenty of opportunities to hit with men 
on base. 

“Brad is very valuable to us. He’s part of 
that nucleus we need in the lineup every day 
if we're going to have a good season. We 
know he can do it because he’s shown that.” 


hollenberger expects Oliver to improve 

this year. The coach said Oliver needs 
to be more patient, not chasing the first 
strike, and by learning to hit the ball to the 
opposite field. He also expects Oliver to 
be better against quality left-handed pitch- 
ing this year. 

Oliver agreed with Shollenberger’s as- 
sessment. “I need to improve my pitch se- 
lection,” he said. “And | really struggled 
last year against left-handed pitchers. They 
gave me fits. And I've got to go to left (the 
if ee field) more this year. 

beyond what he can do between the 
lines, Oliver is being counted on for other 
things this year. “As a senior and returnin 
starter, we are depending on Brad for lead- 
ership and maturity,” Shollenberger said. 
The coach also hopes some of Oliver's 
other attributes rub off on the younger 
players. “Brad is like a gym rat in basket- 
ball,” Shollenberger said. “He’s one of 
those guys who on his own always wants 
to stay and do extra,. We tell our players 
that with the new NCAA limitations on- 
time we can have organized practice that 
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It doesn’t take much encouragement to get Brad Oliver to work on his baseball. Bama 
Head Coach Barry Shollenberger compares the Crimson Tide outfielder to a gym rat in 


basketball, one of those athletes who can’t get enough of his sport. 


for them to play well at this level they are 
oing to have to work out on their own. 
We don't have to remind Brad about that. 
Oliver, 5-9 and 155 pounds, considered 
himself too small for football and basket- 
ball, but always loved baseball. He has had 
a little football experience. Although he got 
hurt as a high school freshman and gave 
up the sport, when he was a senior his 
team’s punter was injured, and Brad’s base- 
ball coach, who was also an assistant foot- 
ball coach, asked Brad to give it a try. The 
young Oliver finished out the season for 
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the team, averaging 38 yards per punt. 

Shollenberger and Bill Oliver go back 
many years, to Oliver’s first stint as an 
Alabama assistant coach through the 
1970s and into the ’80s. “It’s funny, but I 
don't speak to Brother any more or less 
than I did before Brad joined our team,” 
Shollenberger said. “We talk as friends, 
just like we've always done, and not about 
Bred. Brother played baseball for Alabama 
and has always been a baseball fan. He’s 
very interested in our program, going back 
long before Brad played for us.” 
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Track & Field Outlook: 


Potential Great, But So Is Challenge 


by John Bradshaw 


Tide could finish higher 
in NCAA meet than 
in SEC Championships 


si ey and field takes on three forms at 
the college level: cross country, which 
is strictly distance running; indoor track 
and field, which has some limits on field 
events; and outdoor track and field, the 
most complete form of the sport. 

dust three weeks into the indoor season, 
Alabama Head Track and Field Coach 
Doug Williamson had already seen what 
he was hoping for for the outdoor season. 
The women’s team posted consecutive vic- 
tories to open the season, while the men 
recorded one of their biggest wins in sever- 
al years at Baton Rouge in defeating top 
ten teams LSU and Texas-El Paso. That 
indicates the Crimson Tide has the poten- 
tial to rise to new heights in the outdoor 
season this spring at both the 
Southeastern Conference and national lev- 


els. 

“We've got a lot of really talented peo- 
ple, and maturity is going to be a key fac- 
tor this year, too,” Williamson said. “Many 
have been here three or four or even five 
years. | expect some of the potential they 
have is going to blossom, and if that hap- 
pens, we're going to be a factor in the 
SEC ‘and NCAA events.” 

Alabama’s women placed fifth in the 
1992 NCAA Outdoor Championships, 
and this year’s team should be just as 
strong. Led by junior Vicky Lynch, the 
Tide has a well-rounded attack which can 
score in all areas. Lynch, a six-time All- 
America, is the nation's top returning fin- 
isher in both the 800- and 1500-meter 
runs, placing second and third, respective- 
ly, in those events last year. 

Faith Idehen, also a junior, is another 
proven national point scorer. Last year she 
showed her versatility by achieving All- 
America status in the 55-meter dash in- 
doors and the 400-meter dash outdoors, a 
rare combination. In Barcelona last sum- 
mer she put a cap on her accomplish- 
ments with an Olympic bronze medal in 
the 4x100 meter relay. 

Another athlete for whom the Alabama 
coaches have high hopes is junior Heather 
Warner. Last year Warner broke into the 
upper echelon of collegiate distance run- 
ners with a sophomore season that 
dwarfed all expectations. In addition to be- 
coming an All-America with a seventh 
place national finish in the 5000-meter 
run, she improved her personal best time 
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in the event by well over a minute in less 
than a two-week span in April. 

Though these competitors have realistic 
opportunities for high finishes in the 
NCAA meets, the Tide’s best chance for a 
national championship will come indoors 
in the 4x800 meter event. The relay team 
of Malin Ohlund, Celeste Jenkins, Marie 
Ohlund and Lynch, which placed second 
in the nation a year ago, returns intact this 
winter. 

Marie Ohlund, in the mile indoors and 
the 800 outdoors, is one of three addition- 
al returning NCAA individual qualifiers on 
the roster. Ohlund was last year’s SEC 
mile champion and placed third in the con- 
ference at 800 meters. 

The other qualifiers are Stacy Bowen, 
who competes at 100 and 200 meters, and 
Michelle Morgan, a 400-meter hurdler. 
Bowen was the 200-meter winner at the 
Canadian Olympic Trials last summer, while 
Morgan ended the season with her fastest 
hurdles time of the year. All three women 
have the ability to be NCAA scorers. 

Five more Alabama women have previ- 
ously been SEC point scorers: Andrea 
Daniel, Niambi Dennis, Melissa Dent, 
Jenkins and Malin Ohlund. Daniel and 
Dennis compete in both horizontal jumps 
(long and triple), but are most effective in 
the triple jump, the event in which they 
have both scored. Dent is the Tide’s lone 
threat in the hurdles and will try to repeat 
as an SEC finalist. 

Jenkins was a point scorer at the 1992 
SEC Indoor Championships, placing fifth 
in the 800-meter run. She probably would 
have repeated the feat outdoors, but was 
tripped in a semifinal heat. Before suffer- 
ing her first collegiate injury, Ohlund was 
also a top conference runner, placing 
fourth at 3000 meters indoors in 1991. 
She is now back at full speed. 

Another Tide athlete who has not placed 
individually, but who has made a solid con- 
tribution at the SEC meet, is senior 
Fertacia Chapman. Chapman was a mem- 
ber of the 4x100 team which placed third 
last year and qualified for the NCAA 
Championships. 

Alabama's overall strength should be im- 
proved even more by the additions of 
Ashley Patrick, Andria Lloyd, Camilla 
Astrom and Donna Cargill. Patrick, who is 
a redshirt freshman, had two strong sea- 


sons of cross country and appears to be 
ready to contribute at 3000 and 5000 me- 
ters. mi & on the other hand, has alrea 
proven her ability as she ran an NC 
provisional qualifying 200-meter time in 
her first meet of the year. 

Another strong cross country runner 
who should work herself into the confer- 
ence picture is Astrom, a true freshman. 
She has the potential to score in two 
events, the 800- and 1500-meter runs. 
Also a freshman and a several-time Illinois 
state champion in high school, Cargill 
could fill in immediately on the Tide relays. 
A versatile runner, her possibilities range 
from 100 to 400 meters. 

Combining this new talent with the 
strength which already existed on the ros- 
ter would seemingly give Alabama a cham- 
pionship-caliber team. It is definitely very 
good, but Williamson hesitates to talk 
about championships. “It’s unbelievable 
how strong this conference is,” he said. “If 
everything went perfectly—and it never 
does-then we could win the conference 
meet. It’s highly possible for both teams to 
finish higher in the NCAA than in the 
SEC. If you can finish fourth in this league, 
you could dominate in most conferences.” 


Y Nein es men have recuperated and 
eloaded following what was certainly 
a disappointing year in 1992. Two of the 
bright spots for the Tide were horizontal 
jumpers Brian Thomas and Andrew 
Owusu, who are now sophomores. In their 
rookie year, both earned All-America hon- 
ors, Thomas in the long jump and Owusu 
in the triple jump. 

Several key injuries kept the team from 
meeting its expectations last year. Those 
hurts are healed and, hopefully, will not 
resurface. Junior Solomon Amegatcher 
was one of the victims, slowed by a ham- 
string pull for most of the outdoor season 
last year. As a result, he was not able to 
defend his SEC 400-meter title and even 
had to drop out of his preliminary heat at 
the NCAA Championships. Amegatcher 
did recover for the summer, though, and 
ran a personal best time at the Olympics in 
Barcelona. 

Also bothered by a hamstring pull last 
year was triple jumper David Nti-Berko. 
After becoming an NCAA provisional qual- 
ifier on his first collegiate jump, his injury 
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The fortunes of the Alabama track and field teams will depend in aareet part on the performances of (left to right) Felony Pikes Brian 


Thomas, Heather Shutt-Warner, Andrew Owusu and Vicky Lynch 


caused him to miss the next month of the 
season, a layoff from which he never re- 
covered. Back to true form now, Nti-Berko 
was the Tide men’s first individual qualifier 
for the NCAA indoor meet. 

The most serious injury of 1992 was suf- 
fered by senior Samuel Boateng as he 
crossed the finish line following his fastest 
100-meter time of the year. here fell 
while leaning at the tape and suffered a 
relncerde fracture of his right arm. Like 

atcher, he also recovered in time for 
the lympics and is now back at full 


Peete other Alabama athletes had quite 
the opposite experience in 1992 as they 
were healthy and made great contribu- 
tions. Eddie Teriell, now a senior, had his 
best year ever, placing third in the SEC at 
800 meters and also competing at the 
NCAA Outdoor Championships. 
Freshmen Henry Hagan and Joakim 
Nilsson also scored in the conference meet 
and were consistent point-getters through- 
out the year. Hagan ran on both Tide re- 
lays at the NCAA meet, while Nilsson won 
the javelin throw four times during the sea- 


son. 
One of the big surprises for the Tide last 
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year was Kevin Lee, who set an indoor 
school record in the 200-meter dash in his 
first collegiate meet. Lee, a wide receiver 
for the football team, went on to place 
fourth in the SEC 55-meter dash and com- 
pete at the NCAA Indoor Championships. 

e’s track contribution will once again be 
worked around his spring football practice 
obligations. 

Alabama has four other returning SEC 
scorers in seniors Mike Williams, Everett 
Whiteside, Syrus Allen and Guillermo 
Salgado. Williams contributed points both 
indoors and outdoors in the high jump-, 
while Whiteside earned his in the 10,000- 
meter run. Allen scored by placing seventh 
in the 100-meter dash. Though he did not 
score last year, Salgado scored both in- 
doors and outdoors in the pole vault as a 
sophomore. 

“We have a lot of people who have been 
point scorers in the SEC,” Williamson said. 
“Now it’s a matter of improving those fin- 
ishes to quality points.” 

ee more athletes, all in their second 
year, are looking to break into the scoring 
column in 1993. Warren Simmons, having 
been to the national championships as 
part of the 4x400 relay, has great poten- 
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tial to do so if he can return to his old 
form following knee surgery two years 
ago. Gaining valuable experience in their 
first seasons, Chip Johnson (pole vault) 
and Bob Watson (distances), are also 
poised to burst onto the conference scene. 

A host of newcomers provide the men 
with greater depth and increased potential 
to score at the conference level. Omokaro 
Alohan has already made an impact on the 
4x400 relay as the team met the NCAA 

rovisional standard in his debut. Also 

ooking good early are freshman Sam 
Barall and Michael Dryer, who make up 
half of Alabama’s 4x800 relay team. 

High jumper Garette Flowers is consis- 
tently jumping in the seven-foot range and 
will be joined by Chris Trawick, who has 
similar potential. Expected to battle for a 
4x100 spot, Walter Mercer is strong at 
100 and 200 meters. Football defensive 
back Willie Gaston, who will compete in 
springs and hurdles, rounds out the list of 
Tide newcomers. 

“Both of these teams are capable of pro- 
ducing seasons which c surpass what 
my accomplished last year,” Williamson 

“I'm looking forward to what should 
bs a very exciting year for us.” 


21 


Tennis Outlook: 


Tide New Name In National Polls 


by Donna Fromme 


Depth and talent result 
in both men and women 
earning national rankings 


T™ national college tennis scene has a 
new power in town. For the first time, 
Alabama enters the season with both its 
men’s and women’s tennis teams ranked 
among the nation’s top 25, the benchmark 
of a well-rounded athletics program. 

Alabama women begin 1993 ranked 
number 21. It is the first time the women 
have begun a season nationally-ranked. The 
men, a familiar name among the collegiate 
rankings for the past two decades, are 
ranked number 25 in the Intercollegiate 
Tennis Association Poll. 


‘or the women’s program, the arrival of 

Alabama into national power status is 
particularly sweet. Karin Gaiser has steadily 
built her program into a national power 
since she took over as head coach in 1984. 
She built the team solidly, laying a founda- 
tion step-by-step. The result has been that 
Alabama comes into 1993 with the 
strongest lineup, top to bottom, it has ever 
had. fon broke into the national rankings 
for the first time last season and returned vir- 
tually intact for 1993. 

“This team is special, and we are going to 
encourage extremes,” Gaiser said. “On the 
court, we want the players to live on the 
edge, to go for it all, play tough when things 
are tense. We want them to make things 
happen, to take charge from beginning to 
er. It’s rush and crush tennis, and we're 
going to let loose with it. We have the talent, 
the personalities and the styles who can 
make this happen. We’re letting them loose 
to go for a great season and to go for the 
records.” 

To prove her point, Gaiser has produced 
the hottest doubles pairing in the nation in 
Titia Wilmink and Marouschka van Dijk. 
From nowhere, the duo went into the quali- 
fying tournament at the Riviera All- 
American-an elite gathering of the nation's 
best women’s tennis players that is also the 
second leg of the women’s collegiate Grand 
Slam-and the Alabama duo made tourna- 
ment history as the first doubles team to 
emerge from qualifying and take their game 
all the way to the championship final. A 
week later, they made school and South re- 
gion history by becoming the first Alabama 
doubles team to win the Region 
Championship. 

The strong play rocketed the pair from no 
ranking to number 8 in the nation among 
women’s doubles teams. They came into the 
1993 season following a 14-4 fall record, in- 
cluding winning nine of their last ten match- 
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The nationally-ranked Alabama tennis teams have great depth, including returning regu- 


lars Lori Smith and Cecil Brandon. 


es. Indeed, their only losses since October 
both came at the hands of the nation’s third- 
ranked doubles team, Stanford’s Laxmi 
Poruri and Heather Willens, and both of 
those losses-one in the Riviera All-American 
and one in the National Indoor 
Championships in Minneapolis in early 
February-took three sets. 

In singles, Jenny Whalen, Alabama's top 
seed since her sophomore year, enters her 
final season with a number 31 national rank- 
ing. Two others, Wilmink and Amy Mascotti, 
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are currently not included in the nation’s top 
50, but were ranked last season. Wilmink 
made it to the second round of the NCAA 
Championships in 1992 and had only six 
losses all year, ending the season at number 
54 and having a number 40 fall ranking. In 
the bottom half of the lineup, Van Dijk and 
Lori Smith had freshman seasons last year 
that included 22 wins for Van Dijk as a 
floater through the lineup and Smith sails 
into the spring after a powerful fall where 
she posted a 16-6 record. Brenda Coffin 
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completes the veterans list, coming into her 
final season after posting 18 wins, mostly at 
number five singles last year. 

Newcomers include freshman Chrissie 
Carter, who had an 11-7 fall season. She 
and fellow rookie, Monica Kervandijian, 
proved to be a successful doubles pairing in 
the fall as they posted an 8-3 record that in- 
cluded winning their flight at the Wake 
Forest Invitational. Kelly McCarney rounds 
out Alabama's lineup as a freshman who col- 
lected four wins in her fall tournament play. 

So solid is Alabama's lineup that this could 
well be the first year the women's team will 
receive an invitation to compete for the 
NCAA team championship in May. 
However, Gaiser is approaching the season 
with cautious optimism. “Each match will im- 
pact our ranking and development,” Gaiser 
said. “This is our strongest senior class, and 
they'll be instrumental in bringing this team 
together and keeping it on course. This is 
truly a special group, so strong individually 
but with a combined sense of purpose and 
spirit that could make us a top team.” 


ohn Kreis has kept his Tide men’s team 

solidly among the nation's tennis elite 
since he took over the program in the sum- 
mer of 1988. And from the looks of the fall 
season and the way his players kicked off 
the spring semester in January, he’ll contin- 
ue to keep Alabama among the best. 

In January Kreis took six players to 
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Lexington, Kentucky, to compete in the 
Southeastern Conference Indoor Tourna- 
ment, a tournament where competition is 
nearly as stiff as nationals as six of the na- 
tion’s top 10 ranked singles players are from 
the SEC. Alabama left Lexington with the 
SEC Indoor doubles champions, Rick 
Witsken and Juan Carlos Bianchi. The pair 
went 4-0, among the victories one coming 
against Georgia’s team of Wade McGuire and 
Bobby Mariencheck that spent much of 1992 
ranked as the nation’s top doubles team. 

In singles, Bianchi, a sophomore who 
transferred to Alabama this year after going 
30-0 in dual matches at Trevecca Nazarene 
in Nashville last year, dusted the number six 
ranked player in the country and made it to 
the singles quarterfinals in the top flight. In 
that same top singles flight, Witsken and ju- 
nior Cecil Brandon both made it to the 
round of 16. 

Like the women's team, Kreis has pro- 
duced one of the Tide’s most solid lineups in 
years. The battle for the number one spot on 
the team is a four-way competition. Kreis al- 
ternated Witsken, Brandon and Matt Turner 
in the first three spots last year. This year, 
particularly after fis SEC Indoor perfor- 
mance, Bianchi has also entered the race 
and actually had a slight edge going into the 
spring. Turner was ranked number 32 in na- 
tional singles rankings last fall, joined by 
Brandon at number 45 and Bianchi at num- 
ber 54. Witsken and Bianchi were ranked 


number 21 in doubles to start the fall. 
Brandon made it to the round of 16 at re- 
gionals as well. 

“That's Rick's second conference doubles 
championship in four years, and that’s out- 
standing,” Kreis said. “He and Juan Carlos 
played some really solid tennis in that tourna- 
ment, and they improved every time out. It’s 
a good way to start out the spring because 
from the way they played in Lexington, I ex- 
pect we'll see them improve daily.” 

While four battle for the top spot, another 
five are battling for the remaining spots, giv- 
ing Kreis a coach's dream come true. Two 
are returning players from Alabama's 1992 
lineup, sophomores Mohamed Elwany and 
Anders Lindgren. Elwany’s fall play included 
making it to the third round at the Southern 
Collegiate, a tournament hosted by number 
three-ranked Georgia that features several 
ranked players, and he made it to two 
rounds of qualifying at the National Clay 
Court Championships. Lindgren bounced 
back from a first round loss to win his next 
three matches and take the consolation title 
at the Georgia Tech Fall Classic. 

Newcomers include Mark Johnson, who 
opened his Alabama career by taking his 
flight's title at the Middle Tennessee State Fall 
Classic and advancing to the semifinals of the 
Georgia Tech tournament; Kip Layman, a 
two-time Virginia state champion; and Marc 
Hayden, one of the top players produced in 
Alabama (Mobile) in recent years. 
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The Walkons: 


No One Said It Would Be Easy 


by John Barnes 


Nonscholarshipped Tide 
basketball players help 
make the stars better 


Te key word any potential walkon 
should know is “sacrifice.” The re- 
quirements to be a nonscholarshipped 
player basically are the same as for players 
on scholarship: classes, homework, prac- 
tice, team meetings, games. There is no 
chance of having a part-time job. There is 
very little leisure time for dating, socializ- 
ing, or anything regular students do. 

And for the walkon, funds for tuition, 
books, food, rent and spending money 
must come from loans or from family, as 
it must for most students. 

It may not seem fair, but Phillip Pearson 
and Jeff Lovell don’t seem to be bothered 
by it. Pearson and Lovell are very special 
members of Coach David Hobbs’ Alabama 
basketball team. They are nonscholar- 
shipped players, players who went through 
tryouts just to prove they were good 
enough to come out and practice with only 
the slightest chance of ever seeing mean- 
ingful playing time in games. 

The primary function of a walkon player 
is to help get the starters ready to play. A 
walkon is allowed to join the team primari- 
ly so the team can have a scout team, 
throws players who play the roles of the op- 
position. 

There are a few nice things that go with 
being a walkon, perhaps the best being a 
very good seat to watch Crimson Tide 
games. Alabama's walkon players also 
make all the road trips. 

“Phillip Pearson and Jeff Lovell are real- 
ly hard workers and have helped our bas- 
ketball program over the past couple of 
years,” Hobbs said. “These two walkons 
give great effort each day and make the 
other players on our team better.” 


Ne one ever said it would be easy. At 
least no one ever told Phillip Pearson 
it would be. For the junior point guard 
from Montgomery, the decision to forego 
a scholarship to a smaller school and at- 
tend Alabama has been difficult, but re- 
warding. 

“I've never had any real regrets,” said 
Pearson. “There have been times when | 
wondered what it would be like to be on 
scholarship and be a starter, but overall, 
it’s been a great experience for me. I’ve 
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Phillip Pearson 


had an opportunity to get some playing 
time, something a lot of people didn’t 
think I would be able to do.” 

To be a walkon, one must possess a true 
love for his sport and be willing to make 
the same sacrifices as other players whose 
room and board, tuition, and books are on 
the house. Pearson doesn’t mind. He ac- 
cepts his role on the team and enjoys the 
camaraderie with his teammates. “If | had 
it to do all over again, I'd do the same 
thing,” he said. 

The college basketball walkon is, indeed, 
a strange animal. Few, if any, have gone 
on to careers in professional basketball. 
Pearson has no qualms about his ability. 
“I've never claimed to be a great player,” 
he said. “I’m an average player who gives 
maximum effort. Basketball is a physically 
demanding sport and Coach Hobbs ex- 
pects us to play hard all the time. | really 
enjoy that aspect of it.” 

Indeed. To really appreciate the value of 
a walkon, fans should not watch what they 
do in games, but watch what they do in 

ractice. It would be difficult for Alabama 

ead Coach David Hobbs to conduct a 
successful practice without his walkons. “I 
like to practice,” said Pearson. “If 1 didn't, 
I wouldn't be here.” 

Playing on the scout team provides valu- 
able insight for the players and coaches. It 
also provides the walkon with an opportu- 
nity to catch a coach’s eye with a solid 
performance against a front-line player. 
Pearson’s reputation as a hard worker and 
tenacious defender in practice is the main 
reason for his increased playing time. 
Also, the departure of Elliot Washington 
has elevated Pearson to a backup position 


Jeff Lovell 


at point guard behind starter Marvin 


ange. 
Washington's departure could not have 
come at a better time for Pearson. The 
fact that Orange, a true freshman, has 
been thrust into the starting spot during 
the meat of Alabama’s conference sched- 
ule, has given Pearson some added moti- 
vation. 
“Marvin is a good athlete and will be a 
reat player here before he leaves,” said 
Dear “He has loads of ability, much 
more than I do. Playing point guard in the 
Southeastern Conference is tough. I've 
been around here for three years and | 
would like to think I could give Marvin and 
some of the other young guys some insight 
and advice on how to play in this league.” 
It was Saturday, the sixth of February, 
when Pearson was told he would be the 
starter at point guard against Tennessee at 
Knoxville. Both Orange and shooting 
guard James Robinson were suffering from 
the flu. It was doubtful either would play. 
“Sang (Lyda, trainer for the Tide basket- 
ball team) told Brian (Passink) and me that 
we would start and to be ready to play 40 
minutes. We just looked at each other and 
kind of laughed, but he wasn’t kidding. | 
was a little nervous when | heard the an- 
nouncer call my name, but | feel like | did 
retty well under the circumstances.” 
Danrson did start the game, played ten 
minutes and contributed two points. 
“Phillip is a guy who has been here for 
four years and done everything we’ve 
asked of him,” Hobbs said. “Until a couple 
of weeks ago he had not gotten a lot of 
playing time, but in the past couple of 
games he has played and given us quality 


"BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/MARCH '93 


time. He responded very well to his first start at Tennessee.” 

Pearson's decision to walk on at Alabama was not a difficult 
one. He simply wanted to play for the best program in the state. 
He is not a lifelong Alabama fan; quite the contrary. “Actually, | 
grew up an Auburn fan,” he said. “By the time I got to high 
school, though, I was definitely a fan of Alabama basketball. | 
knew all of Coach (Wimp) Sanderson’s boys and | came to a cou- 
ple of camps up here and was really impressed with what they 
were doing.” ; 

Person played his high school basketball at Jeff Davis in 
Montgomery and earned all-city his senior year. His team’s were 
77-14 during his career and played in the state championship fi- 
nals. Pearson, who also played football and baseball in high school, 
was a three-year starter in basketball. 

He was redshirted as a freshman, then played in seven games in 
1991 and six games last year. 

“I really liked Coach Sanderson,” Pearson said. “He had a great 
sense of humor, but was serious about basketball. Coach Hobbs is 
a good basketball man too, and I have a lot of respect for him. He 
will be very successful here.” 

Like any student, Pearson is planning for life after college. He 
sees his time spent with the team as a training ground for his cho- 
sen career field-coaching. “I’m very interested in pursuing a career 
in coaching, preferably at the college level,” he said.“! feel that this 
is the best way to give myself a shot at it. I look at guys like Lane 
Odom (an Alabama assistant) and Mark Gottfried owrsiey Tide 
player who is now an assistant at UCLA). They’re not much older 
than I am and both are very successful. It takes a little bit of luck as 
far as being at the right place at the right time, but hopefully, 
things will work out.” 


Sins walkon duties with Pearson the past two years is senior 
Jeff Lovell. Like Pearson, Lovell walked on in order to help the 
team any way he could and he enjoyed wearing the crimson. The 
junior college transfer was listed number three on the depth chart 
at shooting guard behind Robinson and Passink for almost the en- 
tire season, but when Bama went into a funk at Ole Miss recently, 
Hobbs inserted Lovell into the lineup at point guard, and the se- 
nior responded with, by far, his most signifcant play. 

The bad news is that late in that overtime loss to the Rebels, 
Lovell was injured, suffering a knee injury that required surgery 
and ended his career, 

Not long before that game, Lovell said, “I feel like | do a good 

he in practice. The chances of me ever getting any significant 
playing time are slim and | realize that. | had a chance to get a 
scholarship to Monmouth, but it was too far from home (Illinois). I 
hope to get into physical therapy after graduation and Alabama is 
a good place to prepare me for that.” 

“Jeff has not played as much as he would have liked the past 
two years, but without him in practice, pushing the other players, 
we would not be where we are today,” Hobbs said. “Jeff's hard 
work in practice and making the other guys work harder really 
helps us in the tough games, like it showed in our win over 

kansas, for instance.” 

Lovell came to Alabama from Wallace State Community College 
in Hanceville, where he set the school record for assists with 160 
in his final season. He averaged 12 points, four assists and four 
steals per game and was all-conference. 

He was a four-year letterman and team captain as a senior at 
Holly Pond, where he twice led his team to tne state tournament. 
He twice earned all-state mention. As a senior he averaged 21 
points per game. 

Lovell worked at both guard positions in Tide practices and, like 
Pearson, is probably more suited to the point guard position. 

Lovell could leave Alabama with a record, though it won't be 
counted because of his lack of playing time. But in his Crimson 
Tide career he has taken three shots from three-point range, and 
made all three of them. 

Pearson and Lovell could feel slighted, perhaps a little jealous of 
their teammates, but they don't. “I knew what | was getting into 
when I did this,” said Pearson. “I've heard that walkons don't get 
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Phillip Pearson has already done far more than anyone could 
reasonably have expected as he became the first true walkon in 
many, many seasons to start a basketball game for Alabama. 
Pearson got the starting opportunity at Tennessee when 
Alabama's starting point guard, Marvin Orange, was sidelined by 
illness. 


University of Alabama Photo 


treated very well at a lot of schools, but that’s not the case here at 
Alabama. | think the coaches and players appreciate what we do.” 

Fans should too, because what they see Marvin Orange and 
James Robinson do on Wednesdays and Saturdays is partly the re- 
sult of what Phillip Pearson and Jeff Lovell have done every day at 
practice. 
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Looking Ahead 

It has become a tradition for "BAMA to take 
the first shot at predicting the top high school 
football prospects in the state of Alabama for 
the upcoming season. Although there will be 
new prospects emerging and although some 
of these may not be high on the recruiting 
lists next winter, over the years the early 
"Bama list has proved surprisingly accurate. 

Here, in alphabetical order, are some to 
keep an eye on next year: 

Fred Beasley, 6-2, 195, running back, 
Montgomery Lee; Nicky Eason, 5-11, 175, 
defensive back, Bessemer Jess Lanier; Chris 
Hood, 6-3, 240, linebacker, Town Creek 
Hazlewood; Kenya Jones, 6-1, 166, wide 
receiver, Dora; Eric Kerley, 6-1, 295, defen- 
sive lineman, Birmingham Berry; Montoya 
Madden, 5-9, 200, running back, Town 
Creek Hazlewood; Freddie May, 6-0, 190, 
running back, Tuscaloosa Central; Norman 
Nero, 6-3, 215, running back, Escambia 
County of Atmore; Pat Owens, 6-4, 200, 
defensive end, LeFlore; Jerel Posey, 6-0, 
185, defensive back, Pell City; Rod 
Rutledge, 6-5, 220, tight end, Birmingham 
Erwin; Kenneth Scissum, 6-0, 195, running 
back, Etowah of Attalla; Patrick Stiles, 6-2, 
210, linebacker, Fayette; Jake Vest, 6-0, 
180, quarterback, Daleville; and Jeff Wilson, 
6-6, 265, lineman, Robertsdale. 


Looking East 

A report from South Carolina is that the 
top prospect in that state next year is proba- 
bly going to be running back Andre Aiken of 
Daniel High School in Central. If something 
about that rings a bell it's because Aiken did 
most of his running behind the blocking of 
new Alabama signee Joel Holliday. 


All-Stars 

A number of Alabama football signees 
have been selected for all-star games. 
Playing for the Alabama team in the 
Alabama-Mississippi High School All-Star 
Game in Mobile’s Ladd Stadium on June 19 
will be quarterbacks Freddie Kitchens and 
Lance Tucker, offensive lineman Chris 
Jordan, defensive linemen Edgar Walker and 
Steve Thompson, defensive end Ralph 
Staten, and linebacker Patrick Hape. 

They will be playing against two Alabama 
signees representing Mississippi, linebacker 
Fernando Davis and offensive lineman Will 
Friend. Mississippi also has a North-South 
intrastate all-star game, but both Davis and 
Friend declined to play in that game. 

A team of Georgia all-stars will play a 
team of Florida all-stars and Bama signee 
André Short will be on the Georgia team. 

And Curtis Alexander will be on the 
Tennessee all-star team that plays a team of 
Kentucky all-stars this summer. 

Earlier this year, offensive lineman Joel 
Holliday of South Carolina was selected for 
the annual Shrine Bowl Game, pitting the 
best of South Carolina’s high school seniors 
against the North Carolina all-stars. 

The top Texas high school players have 
the opportunity to be involved in two all-star 
games, an intrastate affair and the Oil Bow, 
which pits the best of Texas against the best 
of Oklahoma. Neither of those teams has yet 
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been chosen, but the prep coaches of both 
Alabama signees from Texas are sure that 
Damiean Vallery and Tyrell Buckner will be 
asked to play in both games. 


First Poll 

A hsp ago we were able to give you the 
first football poll of the year, that of the 
Football Writers Association of America. In 
that poll, in which Alabama was picked 
ninth, we noted that Bama had, surprisingly, 
received one first place vote. We didn't know 
who that vote came from, but we listed the 
voters in the poll-including one then-un- 
known Corky Simpson of Tucson, Arizona. 

We don't have the breakdown of this 
year's poll insofar as first place votes, but the 
Football Writers pre-season poll has been 
compiled and Alabama is third. Florida State 
is number one and Miami number two. 
Alabama is followed by 4. Michigan, 5. 
Texas A&M, 6. Notre Dame, 7. Nebraska, 
8. Tennessee, 9. Florida and 10. Syracuse. 


More Awards 

Alabama's football team won the lion's 
share of awards this past season, notably all 
the national championship trophies. Jimmy 
Hyams, who covers Tennessee and the SEC 
for the Knoxville News-Sentinel and who 
also writes for other publications, recently 

nned a column offering his SEC awards 
tor the year. As virtually all others, he made 
Bama’s Gene Stallings the coach of the year. 
Hyams also picked Tide cornerback Antonio 
Langham as the league's defensive player of 
the year, edging out the combination pick of 
Bama defensive ends Eric Curry and John 
Copeland. Additionally, he selected Alabama 
outside linebacker Lemanski Hall as the most 
underrated player in the SEC. 


Ole Miss In Oxford 

There had been some talk of the Alabama- 
Ole Miss football game next October 23 
being played at Jackson's Mississippi 
Memorial Stadium, which seats 60,549. 
However, Mississippi has announced the 
game will be in Oxford's Vaught-Hemingway 
Stadium (capacity 42,577). That means far 
fewer Alabama followers will get to see the 
game. Last year Alabama had a majority, or 
close to a majority, of fans at road games 
against Arkansas, Tulane and LSU. Ole Miss 
expects to increase season ticket sales by 
having the Alabama game in Oxford. The 
Rebels will play Arkansas in Jackson. 


Team Picture 

The official team photograph of the 1992 
National Championship Alabama football 
team, made in the Sugar Bowl and seen in 
the February special collector's edition of 
"BAMA, is available for $15 from Alabama's 
sports information office, P.O. Box 870391, 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35487. Checks should be 
made payable to University of Alabama. 


Tournament Time 

March is a special time for college basket- 
ball. It's tournament time. Top priority for 
every college basketball team at the begin- 
ning of the season is to make it into the 64- 
team NCAA Championship Tournament. 


Although the jury is still out on whether this 
year’s Crimson Tide will gain either an auto- 
matic bid or an invitation, Alabama has a 

assing grade in the NCAA Tournament. 
etna has made 13 appearances since its 
first invitation in 1975 and in those trips 
Bama has a 13-12 record. Alabama has 
reached the tournament four straight sea- 
sons and 10 of the last 11 years. 

It seems unlikely that any team other than 
Kentucky could win this year's Southeastern 
Conference Championship Tournament. Not 
only have the Wildcats demonstrated they 
have the best team, the tournament is being 
played on Kentucky's home court, Rupp 
Arena in Lexington. The tournament is 
March 11-14. Nevertheless, the SEC 
Tournament has been good for Alabama 
since its revival in 1979. Since that time 
Alabama is best in wins (27), winning per- 
centage (.750), championship game appear- 
ances (9) and championships (5). 

Kentucky is the runaway leader in virtually 
every SEC basketball category, but 
Alabama-a so-called football school-is a 
solid second to the Wildcats. Not counting 
Arkansas, which is in its second season in 
the SEC, Alabama ranks second to Kentucky 
among SEC schools in all-time wins (1,158) 
and winning percentage (.628), in SEC wins 
(565) and winning percentage (.588) and 
SEC championships (6). 

Since the revival of the SEC Tournament 
the Tide has a winning record against every 
SEC team except Kentucky (the Wildcats 
lead 3-2) and LSU (tied at 2-2) and South 
Carolina (the teams have not met in the SEC 
Tournament). 


Football Disconnection 

A little something has been made of the 
fact that three of the states’s major basket- 
ball programs—Alabama, Auburn and 
Alabama-Birmingham-are all flirting with not 
making the NCAA Tournament field, and 
that the last time the tournament did not in- 
clude at least one of the three teams was fol- 
lowing Alabama's last national football 
championship prior to the 1982 crown, the 
1980 season after Bama's 1979 national 
football title. 


If Not NCAA 

Most believe that if Alabama does not re- 
ceive an NCAA Tournament Invitation (and 
the Tide’s home court loss to Georgia and 
overtime loss to Ole Miss in Oxford severely 
threatened such an invitation), the Tide will 
be invited to play in the National Invitation 
Tournament. Once upon a time, when the 
NCAA field was limited to 16 teams, the NIT 
was a big deal, all games played at Madison 
Square Garden in New York, Now the for- 
mat for the tournament is that NIT invitees 
must win a couple of games at local sites be- 
fore making it to New York. There is specu- 
lation that if Alabama and Alabama- 
Birmingham do not get NCAA invitations, 
the two will be paired in a first round NIT 
game, probably at the BirminghamJefferson 
County Civic Center. The BJCCC is no 
longer Alabama-Birmingham's home court. 
Alabama-Birmingham built a smaller arena 
for its “crowds.” 
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Alabama has never played Alabama- 
Birmingham in men's basketball, and, with 
the exception of the occasional newspaper 
columnist, no one seems to care. If Alabama 
is pared with Alabama-Birmingham in the 
NIT, it is not likely to spawn any regular se- 
ries between the two. 

Since the expansion of the NCAA, the 
NIT has been primarily a fund-raising event 
for the tournament, with most of the money 
going to New York to be eventually doled 
out on the basis of victories to the compet- 
ing teams. However, at least this year the 
NIT will have true brackets. In the past the 
brackets have been determined as the tour- 
nament went along, the primary considera- 
tion of the brackets being the profit §mo- 
tive-which pairings would have the largest 
crowds. 


Rogers Out 

Redshirt freshman center Roy Rogers has 
been lost to the Alabama basketball team for 
the rest of the season. Rogers injured his 
knee in early Jan and in early February 
it was determined he had to have arthro- 
scopic surgery to repair cartilage damage. 

With the defection of point guard Elliot 
Washington earlier this year and the injury to 
walkon guard Jeff Lovell, it is a good thing 
that transfer Jamal Faulkner is on hand. 
Although Faulkner will not be eligible to play 
until early next season, he is eligible to prac- 
tice and his presence gives Bama a total of 
10 able bodies for practice in the final weeks 
of the season. 


Women's Tournaments 

The Alabama women's team of Coach 
Rick Moody is also fighting to make it to the 
NCAA Tournament again. Before the 
NCAA invitations are issued, Alabama will 
play in the SEC Women’s Tournament, 
which is in Chattanooga March 5-8. Tickets 
for the women’s tournament are available by 
calling (615) 266-6627. 


Johnson Selected 

It's almost hard to believe that Niesa 
Johnson, Alabama's women’s basketball 
team star sophomore guard, was named 
SEC Player of the Week for only the first 
time for the week of February 7-13. In fact, 
Johnson became only the second Crimson 
Tide women's player to receive the honor. 
Linda Burgess was twice honored, once as a 
junior in 1991 and once as a senior. 

Johnson set an Alabama record this year 
in Bama's 23rd game of the yeason when 
she dished out seven assists against 
Arkansas, giving her 172 for the season. 
Shelly Pyles held the previous record of 167, 
set in 1988. 

Freshman Yolanda Watkins also set a team 
record in that 66-56 win over Arkansas as 
she had seven blocked shots. (That mark 
also tied the Coleman Coliseum record with 
former men's star Robert Horry.) 


Speaking Of Records 

Alabama Head Gymnastics Coach Sarah 
Patterson thinks it will be a long time before 
the record set by senior Dee Foster is bro- 
ken. Although Foster won every event in a 
recent meet in which third-ranked Alabama 
defeated sixth-rated Penn State at Penn 
State, Foster did not receive a perfect score 
in any of the four events. In Bama's first five 
meets Foster had established an NCAA mark 


MARCH '93/"BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide 


by scoring a 10 in one event each 
meet-three times on vault, once on floor ex- 
ercise and once on uneven bars. 


Harry Gilmer 

Harry Gilmer, the outstanding left halfback 
in Alabama's Notre Dame box formation of 
the mid-1940s, will be inducted into the 
National Football Foundation College 
Football Hall of Fame this year. Gilmer is 
one of 13 new members of the Hall of 
Fame. He was a four-year starter, 1944-47, 
and was known for his trademark jump pass 
and exceptional passing accuracy. He 
for 2,894 yards and 26 touchdowns and as 
a sophomore completed 64.8 per cent of his 
passes for 905 yards and 13 touchdowns, 
leading the nation in both accuracy and TDs. 
He was an All-America in 1945, when he 
led Bama to a 34-14 win over Southern Cal 
in the Rose Bowl. 

Gilmer went on to a professional career, 
playing for nine years and coaching for 26 

s. 


ar 

Formal induction of the new class will be 
December 7 in New York. 

Previous inductees from Alabama into the 
Hall of Fame are Johnny Mack Brown, 
Johnny Cain, Frank Howard, Dixie Howell, 
Pooley Hubert, Don Hutson, Lee Roy 
Jordan, Vaughn Mancha, Fred Sington, 
Riley Smith and Don Whitmire, and coaches 
ae Bryant, Frank Thomas and Wallace 

le. 


Nice Words 

Football News recently had some nice 
things to say about Alabama football coach- 
es. Norris Anderson, one of the columnists 
for the publication, had an account of 
Alabama's 1962 team destroying Oklahoma 
in the Orange Bowl, then compared Gene 
Stallings very favorably to Paul Bryant. 

Also in the publication, an article by a free- 
lance writer, Scott Newman, recounted the 
integrity of Bama Assistant Coach Larry 
Kirksey when the NCAA investigated 
Florida, when Kirksey was an assistant there. 
The article suggested Kirksey should be con- 
sidered for a head coaching job. 


More Signings 

Football isn't the only sport that adds new 
signees in February. The Alabama volleyball 
team of Coach Dorothy Franco-Reed lost six 
seniors from the 1992 team, and so this is 
an important recruiting year. Thus far the 
team has signed two new players, both from 
California. 

Sheri Thomas is a middle blocker from 
Bakersfield and Lorian Newcomer is an out- 
side hitter from Newport Beach. 

Thomas, 5-11, led Garces Memorial High 
School to two league championships, two di 
visional championships and a runner-up spot 
in the Southern California Championships. 
She was alleague as she led her team in both 
kills and blocks. She is an honor student. 

Newcomer, 5-8, led her Corona del Mar 
High School team to a number one ranking 
and the state championship as she broke the 
state record for digs in the tournament with 
32. She was named one of the nation's top 
50 volleyball prospects. 


Golf With Stallings 

The toughest ticket in Tuscaloosa the last 
couple of years has been the one to play in 
the Gene Stallings Charity Golf Tournament 


Benefitting Tuscaloosa Association for 
Retarded Citizens. In fact, the demand for 
playing spots is such that the tournament is 
virtually filled by those who have previously 
played in the tournament (and have first re- 
fusal on spots). 

The tournament this year will be July 15 
and the tournament committee has come up 
with some sponsorship opportunities to 
allow a few more entries. se opportuni- 
ties are quite limited, so anyone interested 
should act immediately. 

There are various levels of sponsorship 
from $1,000 to $10,000. A sponsorship of 
$1,000 or more plus entry fees of $150 per 
player assures a foursome in the tourna- 
ment. An invitation for two to a enn eee 
ment party with Gene and Ruth Ann 
Stallings will be issued to sponsorships of 
$2,500 or more. 

For specific information on becoming a 
sponsor, telephone (205) 556-4900 and 
speak to either Marilyn Nevin or Nancy Love 
or write Janet Dill, P.O. Box 70003, 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35407. 


Journalism 101 

An interesting example of photo journal- 
ism occurred in early January when the 
Atlanta Journal and Constitution ran a 
story on the decisions of Georgia football 
stars Andre Hastings and Garrison Hearst 
deciding to forego their college eligibility to 
enter the National Football League draft. A 
photograph of the two student-athletes 
showed them posed in front of their red 
sports cars with personalized license plates. 


Investigative Journalism 

Management at the Birmingham News 
has requested copies of all written records of 
Alabama's investigation of the allegations of 
former Alabama football player Gene Jelks. 
A letter from News Managing Editor Carol 
Nunnelly to Alabama President Dr. Roger 
Sayers, Athletics Director Hootie Ingram, 
and Faculty Chairman of Athletics Tom 
Jones pointed out that the newspaper had 
successfully gone to the courts to demand 
Auburn release the full letter of allegations 
against Auburn University for its alleged vio- 
lation of NCAA rules. As far as is known, 
the only allegations against Alabama are 
from Jelks and his attorney via the Atlanta 
Journal and Constitution. 


Baseball Picks 

Alabama is not highly-regarded by the 
Southeastern Conference | coaches. 
In a poll conducted by the SEC office, Bama 
is picked to finish tifth in the SEC West 
Division, ahead of only Ole Miss. LSU is 
picked first, Mississippi State second, 
Arkansas third and Auburn fourth. In the 
East the order of finish predicted by the 
coaches is Florida, Tennessee, South 
Carolina, Georgia, Vanderbilt and Kentucky. 
LSU was picked to win the overall title. 


Gary Whiie 

Dr. Gary White, Alabama's associate ath- 
letics director with primary responsibility for 
ensuring compliance with NCAA and SEC 
rules, was severely injured in a January auto- 
mobile accident, but is now out of the hospi- 
tal and back on the job. White has been in- 
volved with Bama athletics since he was a 
student manager for the football team in 
1957. 
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OPPONENT Time/ 
Opp. Score 
@ South Alabama 4 
@ South Alabama 6 
South Alabama 00 
South Alabama :00 
TCU :00 
TCU :00 
Georgia State :00 
Louisiana Tech :00 
Richmond :00 
Richmond 00 
Richmond 00 
Michigan State (2) :00 
Michigan State 00 
Middle Tennessee :00 
Michigan 00 
Michigan 
Michigan 
Auburn @ Huntsville 0 
Kentucky (2) 0 
Kentucky 0 
@ South Florida 0 
@ South Florida 0 
Boston or Detroit @ Tam 
@ Vanderbilt (2) 
@ Vanderbilt 
@ Middle Tennessee 


Alabama-Birmingham 
@ Alabama-Birmingham 
Georgia (2) 

rgia 
Murray State 
Murray State 
@ Mississippi State (2) 
@ Mississippi State 
Alcorn State 
Ole Miss (2) 
Ole Miss 


@ Western Kentucky 
Auburn @ Montgomery 
@ Auburn 

@ Auburn 

SEC West Tournament 
@ Baton Rouge 
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“Men’s Tennis Women’s Tennis 


Date/ OPPONENT Time/ Date/ OPPONENT Time/ 

Score Opp. Score Score Opp. Score 

7 SW Louisiana 0 COMMODORE cup 

7 Samford 0 S (South Florida 

7 Middle Tennessee 0 xi Illinois 2 

7 ulane 0 

Feb.27 @ Miami 12:30 4 @ North Carolina 5 

Feb, 28 Arizona @ Miami TBA Feb.22 @ Kentucky 12:00 

March 7 @ South Carolina 12:00 Feb.27 Clemson 10:00 a.m. 

March 8 @ Georgia 1:00 Feb, 28 Mississippi State 1:00 

March 13. Alabama-Birmingham TBA March 4 Mississippi 2:00 
March 8 = South Carolina 1f:00 

March 19- Blue-Gray Classic March 12 Tennessee 2:00 

March 22 @ Montgomery March 19 @ Louisiana State 1:30 
March 21 @ Houston 11:00 a.m 

March 25 Mississippi State TBA March 26- San Diego Invitational 

March 28 @ Vanderbilt 12:00 March 28 

March 30 @ Kentucky 1f:00 March 30 @UC Santa Barbara TBA 

April 1 @ Florida 1:00 April 3 Harvard 

April 6 Louisiana State TBA @ Santa Barbara 10:00 a.m. 

April 9 Arkansas 2:00 April 8 Arkansas 2:00 

April 10 — Mississippi 12:00 April 11 Florida 10:00 

April 13 Auburn 6:00 April 18 Vanderbilt 11:00 

April 15 Tennessee 6:00 April 23. @ Auburn 1:00 

April 22 | SEC Championships April25  @ Georgia 1:00 

April 25 @ Athens, Ga. April 29- SEC Championships 

May 14- NCAA Championships April 2 @ Nashville 

May 23. @ Athens, Ga. May 12- NCAA Championships 


May 20 @ Gainesville, Fla 


Men’s Golf Women’s Golf 
Date TOURNAMENT Date TOURNAMENT 
March 12-14 Golf Digest Invitational Feb, 12-14 Lay Gator Invitational 
@ Houston @ Gainesville, Fla. (6th of 12 teams) 
March 26-27 Southeastern Invitational March 19-21 LSU Fairwood 
@ Montgome @ Baton Rouge, La. 
April 3-4 Carpet ae +I Collegiate March 26-28 South Carolina =r favttabional 
@ Dalton, Ga. @ Columbia, S.C. 
April 16-17 Southeastern Intercollegiate April 16-18 | Women's Southern 
@ Athens, Ga. Intercollegiate @ Athens, Ga. 
April 23-25 Billy Hitchcock Invitational April 30- SEC Championships 
@ Auburn May 2 TBA 
May 9-11 | SEC Championships May 13-15 NCAA Qualifying 
@ Jacksonville, Fla. @ Baton Rouge, La. 


May 20-22 NCAA East Regional 
TBA 


Men’s Track Women’s Track 
Date MEET Date MEET 
March 26-28 Alabama Relays March 26-28 Alabama Relays 
April 8-10 ‘ood Relays April 8-10 Relays 
@ Knoxville @ Knoxville 
April 17 SEC Six-Wa April 17 SEC Six-Wa 
@ Athens, Ga. @ Athens, 
April 23-24 Drake Relays April 23-24 Drake Relays 
@ Des Moines, lowa @ Des Moines, lowa 
May 1 Crimson Classic May 1 Crimson Classic 
May 13-16 SEC Championships May 13-16 SEC Championships 
@ Knoxville @ Knoxville 
May 22 Griffen Invitational May 22 Griffen Invitational 
@ Atlanta @ Atlanta 
May 27 NCAA Qualifiers May 27 NCAA Qualifiers 
@ Tallahassee, Fla. @ Tallahassee, Fla. 
dune 2-5 NCAA Championships dune 2-5 NCAA Championships 
@ New Orleans @ New Orleans 


"BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/MARCH '93 


Date/ OPPONENT Time/ 
UA Score Opp. Score 
91 *Russian-American/High 5 79 
86 “Ukraine National 80 
93 Wichita State 71 
70 Washington State @ B'ham 68 
86 Southern Miss 76 
91 @ Old Dominion 93 
83 @ Virginia 86 
Cable Car Classic 
79 Rhode Island 78 
65 Santa Clara 58 
73 @ Vanderbilt 76 
95 Tennessee State 80 
77 Louisiana State 67 
64 Texas A&M 58 
68 @ Arkansas 74 
80 Ole Miss 67 
59 Kentucky 73 
53 @ Mississippi State 66 
81 Auburn 78 
59 East Carolina 54 
59 @ Florida 69 
85 @ Tennessee 81 
93 Arkansas 82 
70 Georgia 73 
82 @ Ole Miss (OT) 83 
Feb. 23 @ Louisiana State 8:40 
Feb, 27 South Carolina 1:30 
March 3 @ Auburn 7:00 
March 6 Mississippi State 1:30 
March 11-14 SEC Tournament 
at Lexington 
*Exhibtion game 


All times central 


Men’s Swimming 


Date/ OPPONENT Time/ 
UA Score Opp. Score 
209 Delta State 72 
209 Northeast Louisiana 161 
169 Clemson 123 
109 Louisiana State 133 


Nov. 20-21 Gator Invitational 


dan. 6- All-America Diving Invit. 
dan. 10 @ Austin 

107 Texas 130 
135 South Carolina 103 
96 Georgia @ Knoxville 145 
85 @ Tennessee 144 
Feb. 17- SEC Championships 

Feb. 20 @ Fayetteville 5th 
March 6 Auburn 2:30 
March 7 Alabama Invitational TBA 


March 11-13 NCAA Diving Prelims 
March 25-27 NCAA Championships 
@ Indianapolis All Day 


MARCH '93/"BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide 


Men's Basketball 


Date/ OPPONENT Time/ 
UA Score Opp. Score 
76 *eAthletes In Action 92 
Dial Classic @ Ruston, La. 
Delta State 71 
72 Louisiana Tech 93 
70 Vanderbilt 87 
111 Austin Peay 79 
Shoney's Classic 
117 Grambling 51 
68 Clemson 79 


St. Joseph's Classic @ Philadelphia 
103 Georgia Tech (OT) 101 
64 


71 St. Joseph's 

75 @ Florida 81 
95 Xavier of Ohio 76 
82 eSouth Carolina 67 
74 @ Louisiana State 69 
92 @ South Alabama 65 
91 @ Mercer 69 
74 Tennessee 86 
90 Tulane 74 
73 @ Kentucky 77 
107 la-Chicago 84 
102 @ Mississippi State 89 
94 palachian State 64 
93 Ole Miss 74 
67 @ Auburn 93 
66 Arkansas 56 
Feb.25 Oral Roberts 7:00 
Feb.28 @Georgia 1:30 
March 1 @ Alabama State 7:00 


March 5- SEC Tournament 
March 8 @ Chattanooga 
*Exhibtion game 
eDoubleheader with men 

All times central 


Women’s Swimming 


Date/ OPPONENT Time/ 
UA Score Opp. Score 
120 Delta State 53 
120 Northeast Louisiana 27 
187 Clemson 92 
107 Louisiana State 135 


Nov, 20-21 Gator Invitational 
Jan. 6- All-America Diving Invit. 


dan. 10 @ Austin All Da 
127 South Carolina 11 
134 Georgia @ Knoxville 164 
159 @ Tennessee 141 
Feb. 17- SEC Championships 

Feb. 20 @ Fayetteville 4th 
March 6 Auburn 2:30 


March 7 Alabama Invitational TBA 
March 11-13 NCAA Diving Prelims 
March 18-20 NCAA Championships 

@ Minneapolis All Day 


Date/ OPPONENT Time/ 
UA Score Opp. Score 
194,95 @ Auburn 191.35 
193.10 @ Georgia 195.65 
195.35 Kentucky 188.90 
Alabama Three-Way 
195.10 Southeast Missouri 188.65 
195.10 Minnesota 184.25 
196.10 Louisiana State 192.50 
193.95 @ Penn State 191.90 
Feb. 26 Georgia 7:30 
March 5 @ Florida 6:30 
March 13 Auburn 7:30 
March 20 a Championships 7:30 
@ Coleman Coliseum 
April3. = NCAA Central Regional 
@ Baton Rouge 


April 15- NCAA Championships 
April 17 @ Corvallis, Oregon 


All times:central 


Men’s Indoor Track 


Date MEET Finish 
Jan. 16 Saluki Invitational 

@ Carbondale, Ill. 3rd 
Jan. 23 Arkansas State Invitational 

@ Jonesboro, Ark. 3rd 
Jan. 30 Purple Tiger Invitational 

@ Baton Rouge, La. Ist 
Feb. 5 Gator Classic 

@ Gainesville, Fla. 
Feb. 7 Mobile | Invitational 

@ Fairfax, Va. 
Feb. 12-13. —_ Husker Invitational 

Lincoln, Neb. 

Feb. 13 Middle Tennessee Invit. 

@ Murfreesboro 
Feb. 27-28 © SEC Championships 

@ Baton Rouge, La. 
March 6 Lot Chance Invitational 


@ Murfreesboro, Tenn. 
March 12-13 NCAA Championships 
@ New Orleans 


Women’s Indoor Track 


Date MEET Finish 
Jan. 16 Saluki Invitational 

@ Carbondale, Ill. 1st 
dan. 23 Arkansas State Invitational 

@ Jonesboro, Ark. 1st 
Jan. 30 Purple Tiger Invitational 

@ Baton Rouge, La. 2nd 
Feb. 5 Gator Classic 

@ Gainesville, Fla. 
Feb. 7 Mobile | Invitational 

@ Fairfax, Va. 
Feb. 12-13 Husker Invitational 

incoln, Neb. 

Feb. 13 Middle Tennessee Invit. 

@ Murfreesboro 
Feb. 27-28 | SEC Championships 

@ Baton Rou A 
March 6 ae Chance Invitational 


@ Murfreesboro, Tenn. 
March 12-13 NCAA Championships 
@ New Orleans 
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NOW TAKING ORDERS 


NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
Football Print by 
_Daniel Moore 


raming With se) 


The Downtown Gallery 
z 11 innate Bivd. 


caloosa, AL 354 
(205). 349- 8588 7 (205) 752-6222 
ONE OF THE LARGEST DANIEL MOORE 


DEALERS IN THE COUNTRY — 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 


¢ Full color magazines 
with features on the stars 
and stars-to-be 
¢ Newsletters with the 
story behind the story 
of each football game 
¢ The best in recruiting 
information 
* The Alabama tradition 
remembered 
* Coverage of all 
Crimson Tide sports 
PLEASE SEND ME 
ONE YEAR (24 ISSUES) 
OF ’BaMA 
FOR ONLY $35.00 
10 Magazines August-May 


14 Newsletters 
GREAT GIFT IDEA! 


[eter enn nn naan nn nnn nnn none +--+ +--+ +--+ 5+ +--+ +--+ +--+ 


H 

Total amount enclosed for subscriptions. 
| Alabama residents add $2.00 sales tax each subscription 
i___ Payment Enclosed __ MasterCard ___ Visa 


(Bank Card # Exp. Date 
‘Signature 

PLEASE PRINT 

TO: 

| Name 

a rere 
\Address Phone 
ICity State ZIP 

| 

GIFT TO 

Name 

ras Phone 
rom State ZIP 
IGIFT FROM 

Name 

I a a 
\Address Phone 
ee eee oe 
‘City State ZIP 


Make check payable to: »pana Magazine 
P.O. Box 6104 
300 Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 
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Limited Edition 


Py 
ai 
©1993 PM/RSP 


* The Year “commemorates ALABAMA’s-1992: Football Saison. This 15° cold cast bronze statue is mounted on a 2” thick solid 
mahogany base. Two rich finishes are available: bronze or pewter. 2500 of each edition will be numbered and accompanied by a 
letter deseribing the 1992 football season. Call for more details and order your tribute to Alabama Football History today. Limited 
edition available for $275.4,un-numbered editions are also available. 


mits io |Q 12-0 
om = Mis 10 [a W 
Acton u *: Zz & iL 


g Sk : FIRST - 
rd 1, CHAMPIONS CONFER: EC PLAYOFF , : 


MELTON | 


3205 Lorna Rd. + Hoover, Ala. 35216 4205) 979-2730 


F : In Alabama: 1-800-851-7849 
GS GS Master Card and Visa Accepted. Allow 10-12 Weeks for Delivery 


